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THE-KINGDOM DIVIDED 


INTRODUCTION TO CHAPTER XoxXy 


Ir was under the leadership of Solomon that the temple 
was built, which was Israel’s greatest achievement. 
Solomon was a keen-minded ruler and a sagacious judge, 
but was not the equal of his father as a statesman nor 
soldier. The idea of a great central temple was David’s, 
who purchased its site and whose influence with Hiram, 
king of Tyre, accounted for the assistance received from 
that king. Solomen did not hold the territory left by 
his father, but he did, through an alliance by marriage 
to Pharaoh’s daughter, receive valuable help from 
Egypt, and many parts of his country were fortified. 
Solomon organized his army, built chariots, engaged in 
commerce, and lived in luxury. But in so doing, he 
brought upon himself the displeasure of his people, 
especially those outside of the tribe of Judah, which, 
under the reign of his son, finally resulted in the division 
of the kingdom and eventually the captivity of the 
people. Solomon ruled Israel forty years, and was 
buried by the side of his father in Jerusalem. 
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ARROGANCE OF REHOBOAM 


GHAPTER XX V. 
THE KINGDOM DIVIDED 


ie Kings 11-13 
Map—Solomon left his Fe bast | 


MT-HERMON 


country practically intact, 
as it had been handed to’ 
him by David, except for 
the disturbance at Damas- 
cus by Rezon (1 Kings Il: ; 
23), and Hadad’s uprising Ife aa 
in Edom (1 Kings 11: 21- Be lea, Caramel 
22). And now that Solo- 

mon is dead, the kingdom 
is passed on to his son Re- 
hoboam without opposi- 
tion. 

ARROGANCE OF REHO- 
BoAM—Solomon had forced 
all Israel to labor in his great building enterprises, and 
they had become 
very weary of it, 
especially the 
northern tribes, 
where there was 
a continual dispo- 
sition to secede 
from the united 
kingdom. For 
diplomatic rea- 
sons, Rehoboam 
went to Shechem, 
capital of Eph- 
raim, for the coro- 
EBAL AND GERIZIM- nation cere- 

[5] 
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monies. But in making a show of his authority, he blun- 
dered greatly in following unwise counsel. 1 Kings 12. 

Esat anp Gerizim—Jeroboam, who had fled to 
Egypt because of his break with Solomon (1 Kings 11: 
26-40), now 
hearing of the 


gates death of his ad- 

a SE Qrecers of Merom 
(2; ee WAESENE irs 1S 
A = turned with the 
SY hope, if possi- 


ble, of becom- 
ing king of the 
ten northern 
tribes. He did 
not, however, 
press his claim 
until Israel had 
fully decided to 
rebel against 
Rehoboam- 
Teleinoset2 ceo. 
24. 

Map—So Jer- 
oboam was pro- 
claimed king at 
Shechem by the 
northern tribes 
(hereafter called Israel), and the kingdom of united 
Israel was divided forever. The tribes of Benjamin and 
Dan, being on the border of the two kingdoms, part of 
them clung (probably forced) to Judah and part to Israel. 

PenuEL—Jeroboam not only rebuilt Shechem, which 
became the first capital of the northern kingdom, but 

[6 ] 





























MAP 





‘THE KINGDOM DEVIDED 





also rebuilt and 
fortified Penuel, 
just east of Jor- 
dan. 1 Kings 12: 
ON 

Dan—The ten 
tribes had helped 
to build the tem- 
ple at Jerusalem 
and naturally 
looked upon it as 
the center of their 
religious system. 
This feeling had 
to be broken 
down by their new king, otherwise his position would 
be in constant danger. So Jeroboam set up a golden 
calf at Dan and one at Bethel to prevent his people 
going to the 
temple at Jeru- 
salem. 1 Kings 
1220380: 

BETHEL — Jer- 
oboam no doubt 
Glavmedmet nat 
there was nothing 
especially sacred 
about Jerusalem, 
but that Bethel 
was sanctified by 
Abraham and 
on Wotan deethat 
DAN Jacob’s name was 








PENUEL 
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changed to Israel 
here, and that he 
hada cathe may, 
Ga led mccain 
“House of God” 
(Gen. 28:310-22)), 
For these reasons 
it was really a 
sacred spot. 
Marp—He could 
also say of Dan, 
iat neme xotq vedic 
north, that it was 
establisheds as a 
place of worship, 
by one, no less than the grandson of Moses (Judges 18). 
This arrangement, too, would give them two places of 
worship and would make it more convenient. Thus 
Jerobobam may 
have argued, but 
his real object 
was to keep his 
people away 
from Jerusalem 
Cial@ingssi2-300= 





BETHEL 








es Ophrah Tirzah % 
28) 7 iy ¢ OSHECHEM 
> Nils 3 
i G h 
FT, E R O B O AM Ss “ Ue “ora shiloh > Ss Ramoth- Gilead os S 
IDOL —As enon yy pEHel @ oe 
A fi 8 BethHorono Teo o6eba se ital Yn 
4) Ajal tiga 
boam Was offici- s Sone Sanathoth ne oHeshbon 5 
‘ ih l (se i Timnatho JERUSALEM op a SUNT NEBO 
ating at the altar eee ETC 
& Yj fe WY} 2 achish uae = ) i AMORITES 


at Bethel in per- 
son, a prophet 
OC (O@seh Ave 
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proached him with a 
solemn warning. Jero- 
boam attacked the 
prophet and his hand 
became withered, but 
the prophet of God 
interceded for the king 
and God restored the 
withered hand. Jero- 
boam then invited the 
prophet to his home, 
but having been 
divinely instructed, he 





JEROBOAM’S IDOL 


declined the king’s 
hospitality. 1Kings 
Teal a1O: 

DEATH OF THE 
PropHet—But the 
mysterious prophet 
did, however, ac- 
cept an invitation 
todine with another 
prophet of Bethel 
(against God’s di- 
rection — verse 8), 
and as he started 
to return to Judah 
he was destroyed 
by a lion, and was 





DEATH OF THE PROPHET identified by the 
en 
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“arpa rs mum prophet as 
| : ® being the 
man who 
hea caecainre el 
Giielae ANA 6 
eins mata 
Tse) 

THE Propu- 
ECY OF AHI- 
JAH] e€ro- 
Sate ma boam now 

eer eeresidesatilir= 
Zale 0 Git i= 
east of Shechem. And when his son, Abijah, took sick, 
he did not seem to be willing to trust his own priests at 
Dan or Bethel, but sent his wife to the prophet Ahijah 
at Shiloh, to inquire whether the son’s sickness would 
be fatal. Jeroboam was warned and severely rebuked, 
and given the sad 
and depressing 
news that his son 
would die, which 
shortly came to 
pass, and there 
was great lamen- 
tation. I Kings 
TALS. 
BETHLEHEM— 
What is chiefly 
recorded of the 
activities of Re- 
hoboam is that he 
“dwelt in Jeru- 


EF. 
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THE PROPHECY OF AHIJAH 
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salem and built cities for defense,’ and some fifteen cities 
of Judah and Benjamin are named as having been 
fortified by him, the most important being Bethlehem. 
Operon ie c=12. 

Hoty Hitts—Rehoboam married among strange 
peoples, and like Solomon, was led into idolatry 
together with his people. “For they also built them 
high places and 
images and 
groves on every 
high hill and = ie 
undereverygreen yey 1 TS s é: 
tree.’ 1 Kings 
(RON Boo 

EGypt — shi- 
shak became king 
of Egypt, when 
Rehoboam had 
been ruling five 
years. Shishak 
invaded Judah & = 
and pillaged the BONO" 
temple, carrying away the treasures of the house and 
the golden shields with which Solomon had equipped 
the temple guards. 1 Kings 14: 25-28. 

Mount Zrion—Rehoboam was forty-one years of age 
when he ascended the throne and reigned seventeen 
years. He died in Jerusalem and was buried near his 
father and grandfather, Solomon and David, on Mount 
Zion tal ings<i4: 31. 

Tue BerueL Country—Rehoboam was succeeded 
by his son, Abijah (Abijam—1 Kings 14: 31), who con- 
tinued his father’s campaign against Jeroboam. He 

[ 13 ] 
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"sewer _ took Bethel from 
= his opponent and 
rebuked him for 
his forsaking God 
and substituting 
idols, though 
Abiah was guilty 
of thesame thing; 
except that he 
also supported 
the temple. 2 
Chron. 
| Zion — Abijah 
uae (Abijam) reigned 
only three years. 
“So Abijah (Abijam) slept with his fathers, and they 
buried him in the city of David; and Asa his son reigned 
in his stead. In his days the land was quiet ten years.” 
2 Chronaeiasar. 
Kipron VAL- 
LEY—Asa be- 
Came sk tie: oF 
Judah, one year 
before the death 
of Jeroboam of 
Israel. “And Asa 
did that which 
was good and 
right in the eyes 
of Jehovah his 
God: for he took 
away the strange 
altars, and the 
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BATTLE OF GIBBETHON 
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high places, and 
broke down the 
pillars, andhewed 
down the Ash- 
erim”” (2 Chron. 
meen el he 
idols he burnt in 
the Kidron val- 
ley, just outside 
the walls of Jeru- 
salem. 1 Kings 
Dpto}. 

BATEDE —oF 
GIBBETHON— 
Jeroboam lived 
to see both Rehoboam and Abijah of Judah pass away, 
and one year of the reign of Asa, king of Judah. Then 
Nadab took the throne of Israel but he accomplished 
nothing of note 
during his short 
reignoftwoyears. 
He attacked the 
Philivstiness.d t 
Gibbethon and 
met his death at 
the hands of a 
CONG pita COt—. 
Baasha, a man of 
humble rank, 
who succeeded 
Nadab of the 
northern King- 
dom, 









KIDRON VALLEY 
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MOSQUE IN DAMASCUS 
Piz 
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Mosque in. Damascus—Baasha became active 
against Judah at once. He fortified Ramah (the old 
home of Samuel), which is almost in sight of Jerusalem. 
He was the first of a new dynasty and murdered every 
member cf the family of Jeroboam (1 Kings 15: 16-17). 
Ben-hadad, king of Syria, who lived in Damascus, was 
in league with Israel, but Asa took all the gold and 
: Silny equim tiie 
rest ose] house of the 


JO omy.) Lord, and with 
ie it he bribed 


the Syrian 
ae, AGE 
ree, Mt NY joined Judah. 
0 cite ate Dalkeirnos ee 


wretee Beth-s 
oDothan oJabesh Gilead T SaDOn 

















if: Map—Ben- 

Uf oe. de | hadad immedi- 
I] oemt trad fF | Mey invaded 
Asolo Saat MES gical Sincneso northern Israel 
Mi Sag saa ae AMORTTES as far south as 
sag, Ht teaRONE ita Chinneroth 
ts (Seaof Galilee). 

i hy wsdiresw 


Baasha from Ramah and Asa was not slow to take 
advantage of the situation. He took the stone and 
timbers away from Ramah and strengthened his own 
border cities of Geba and Mizpeh. 1 Kings 15: 22. 
TirzAH—Baasha ruled Israel twenty-four years. He 
died a natural death and was buried at Tirzah. His son 
Elah succeeded him and was murdered by his captain, 
Zimri, during a drunken carousal. Zimri then an- 
nounced himself king, but at the end of seven days the 
[ 18 ] 
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army crowned 
Omri. When 
Zimri heard the 
news he set Tir- 
zanon. tire and 
perished in the 
flames. 1 Kings 
iosEo-20: 

HIvi oF SaMa- 
ria—Asa had 
been king of 
Judah thirty-one 
years when Omri 
ascended the 
throne of Israel. 
For six years Omri’s capital was Tirzah, when he 
bought this hill of Samaria, which now became 
his capital, and remained the royal city until the 
Garpitehy icy o |) 
Israel by Assyria. 
Ting se LO 703 - 
24. 

SAMARIA— 
Samaria, having 
been built upon 
an isolated hill, 
offered as strong 
a defense as Jeru- 
Sa Mert mea nec wit 
will be seen that 
Htawithns food 
many sieges as 





TIRZAH 






heel eS Se 
HILL OF SAMARIA severe as any 
ee 





THE SACRED PAGEANT OF THE AGES 





that ever her 
sister capital was 
subjected to. 
Omri’s TEMPLE 
—Recent ex- 
cavations reveal 
something of the 
grandeur of Sa- 
matia. [hese 
are the ruins of a 
great building 
which the natives 
call the Temple 
of Omri. It was 
located on the 
very top of the hill and commanded a view of the 
country on every side for miles around the city. 
SAMARITAN Ipots—Omri, though no relation to 
Jestsoubrocanne 
carried out his 
religious ideas 
and worshiped 
idols. “He did 
worse than all 
that were before 
lige (Ue IK aan 
161825) .e bese 
images have been 
unearthed here in 
Samaria, but to 
what age they 
belong we are ‘ 
not sure, since OMRI'S TEMPLE 
[ 20 | 
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this city was 
under the influ- 
ence of idol wor- 
Shinense tom 
Omri to the Ro- 
man rule, in the 
time of Christ. 
Spon One 
Ethbaal was king 
of Sidon and a 
priest of Baal at 
thisetime..a tid 
his daughter was 


Jezebel. Omri 


Contracted a 


AN IDOLS 








marriage alliance between his son Ahab and Jezebel, 
which for defensive purposes, was worth while. But 
the effect from a religious standpoint became hurtful 





Tirdecd sean 
finally resulted 
in a gruesome 
ending of the 
Omri dynasty. 

SM Ak A 
Omriafterhaving 
ruled in his new 
capital six years 
(making twelve 
inal eedied and 
Was buried in 
Samaria. Asa has 
been king of 
Judah thirty- 
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eight years now, 
and has seen the 
passing away of 
Nadab (2 years), 
Bara cae 
years ye lahen2 
years), Zimri (7 
GER ass (lene (72 
years) ) sand esti|| 
lives to See, 1our, 
years of the reign 
of Ahab. 
ExcavaTIONS 
AT SAMARIA— 
The calf worship, 
it seems, was not intended to be purely idolatrous. It 
was rather a medium of approach to Jehovah. But with 
Ahab’s advent, Jezebel introduced Baal worship in all its 
fullness, in direct 
opposition to the 
religion of Israel. 
If Ahab did not 
accept his wife’s 
religion he was 
very triend|y 
tOward it, anid 
the cause of Baal 
was pushed with | 
diligence (ae 
throughout the +» ~ 
domains of Israel *> 
by the queen. 1 Law» - eg 
Kings 16: 29-33. EXCAVATIONS AT SAMARIA 
[ 22 ] 
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QUESTIONS 


Who succeeded Solomon? How did Israel feel toward 
Solomon? Did Rehoboam promise to lighten their 
burden? How did this affect Israel? Why did Jero- 
boam go to Egypt? What was the object of his return? 
Where was he crowned king of the ten tribes? What 
was his first capital? What system of worship did he 
establish? At what two places were these idols located? 
What was the object of these places of worship? What 
happened when Jeroboam was officiating? What did a 
prophet of God do for him? Of what did Rehoboam’s 
kingdom consist? Who was king of Egypt at this time? 
Describe the pillage of the temple? How long did 
Rehoboam reign in Jerusalem? Who was his successor? 
Who succeeded Abijah? How long did Jeroboam reign 
in Israel during the reign of Asa? Explain the reason 
for the division of the kingdom? Who succeeded 
Jeroboam? Who succeeded Nadab in Israel? What 
was Baasha’s attitude toward Judah? Who was king 
of Syria? With what did Asa bribe Ben-hadad? 
Describe the conquest of Ben-hadad in Israel? Who 
was Omri? What was his first capital? Where did he 
build a new capital? Was he an idol worshiper? 
How many years had Asa been ruling when Omri came 
to the throne of Israel? 


[ 23 ] 
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INTRODUCTION 10° CHAPTERS] 


Tue United Kingdom lived during the reigns of Saul, 
David, and Solomon. The northern tribes who for 
various reasons had never been fond of Judah, now 
with the advent of Rehoboam to the throne, saw an 
excuse to secede; and when Jeroboam returned from 
Egypt, where he had sought refuge from Solomon, he 
championed the cause of Israel and became their first 
king. Wars between these families of Israel were 
frequent, and a real union between them was never 
effected. Jeroboam reigned in the north twenty-two 
years, and during this time Rehoboam ruled in Jeru- 
salem seventeen years, Abijah three years, and Asa 
one year. Asa was king at. Jerusalem forty-one years. 
His contemporaries in Israel were Jeroboam, closing 
year; Nadab, two years; Baasha, twenty-two years; 
Flah, two years; Zimri, seven days; Omri, twelve years; 
and four years of Ahab’s rule. To get a clear under- 
standing of the future events, which from a historic 
standpoint are among the most interesting in the 
Bible, the names of the kings should be committed to 
memory and the events placed in the time of the reign 
of the ruler when they occurred. A table for this 
purpose will be found on pages 273 and 274, and 
frequent consultation will be of great value. Chapter 
twenty-four closes the story of the marriage of Ahab to 
Jezebel of Sidon. She is an ardent worshiper of Baal, 
and does her utmost to introduce her religion into Israel. 
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CHAPTER X XVI 
BEV AMPANDSELISHA 
1 Kings 17-—-2 Kings 4 


Eviyau’s DENuNcIATION—OvVer in Gilead (at Tishib) 
lived a great prophet, named Elijah. He was a man of 
the mountains and was fearless and plain spoken. 
Hearing of the pollution of his people’s religion by 
Jezebel’s Baal, 
Hew came {0  a- 
Matideand de = 
nounced the 
system and pre- 
dictedma creat 
drought in con- 
sequence of this 
departure. | 
Kagess 72.1. 

GORGE. OF 
CHERITH—T his 
incensed Jezebel, “be : 
who placed a a ie se oa 
price on the GORGE OF CHERITH 
head of Elijah, and he fled for his life. During the 
earlier part of the drought he hid himself at the 
Brook Cherith, by the direction of the Lord. 1 Kings 
inj a 
Top or Gorce CueritH—Cherith is a wild deep 
gorge in the eastern slope of the Judean mountains, not 
far from the plains of Jordan, east of Jerusalem. It 
has been also pointed out by tradition as the place of 

| 





Uh 
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the temptation 
Gim\iesiisma tien 
his baptism 
and forty days’ 
fast. 

View From 
Top—From the 
top of the gorge 
the whole plain, 
the Jordan, and 
the blue hills of 
Moab are in full 
view as you look 

oe ES tee EOurt hicmerucha 
TOP OF GORGE CHERITH If, then, Jesus 
fasted here forty days, he must have looked down 
over this very scene many times, from whence he 
might have seen plainly the great crowds in attendance 
when John the 
Baptist preached 
there, 

THe Brook 
Goo eE Rae Tees 
Cherith is a per- 
ennial stream 
and would be 
the last to fail 
by drought. So 
beside these 
waters Elijah 
went into hiding 


from Ahab and i 


Jezebel weelies ic VIEW FROM TOP 
[ 30 | 
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MONASTERY OF ST. GEORGE 
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himself so com- 
pletely that al- 
though they 
scoured the 
country in their 
Search, they 
never found the 
great prophet. 

MonASTERY 
oF ST. GEORGE 
—This monas- 
tery is dedi- 
Pagecet oatitc 
memory of this 
incident, and 
cinegss to the 
precipitous cliff 


Ne ; 
ELIJAH FED BY RAVEN ie iS Gaui 
[ 33 ] 
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as though it 
were held 
bry, =s.o. me 
Magnetic 
power. 
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that Elijah was fed here regularly by ravens, who 
brought him bread and flesh mornings and evenings 
during the entire period of his long time of waiting 
heres ere ingser 710. 

E.LIljAH AND THE Wipow or ZAREPHATH—Eventu- 
ally, the brook dried up and Elijah took refuge at 
Zarephath, south of Sidon. He arrived just in time 
to save a starving widow and her son who were pre- 
paring a meal, 
which would 
have entirely 
ex Ita turstcrc 
their supply 
of food. After 
they took 
Elijah into 
their home, 
“the barrel of 
meal wasted 
not, neither 
did their cruse 


OleOle eae 


Sea Sr Sod i Kings 7 
ELIJAH AND THE WIDOW OF ZAREPHATH 9. 46 





Wipow’s Son Resrorep—During the prophet’s 
sojourn here the son died, but Elijah restored him alive 
to his mother. The woman praised God and said, 
“Now I know thou art a prophet of God.” 1 Kings 17: 
17-24. 

Mounr Carmer—Samaria had been in the erip of 
famine three years, and Elijah was directed to return 
to Ahab. On his way he met Obadiah seeking water 
for the king. After some persuasion upon the part of 
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WIDOW’S SON RESTORED 
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AND SL a 


Elijah, Obadiah 
arranged a meet- 
ing between 
Ahab and the 
PaOpverte warn d. 
they met on 
Mount Carmel. 
Pines e210. 

SUMMIT OF 
CarmMEL—A hab 
called Elijah the 
troubler of Israel, 
bat Elijah an- 


swered, “I. have ce 
motrroubled MOUNT CARMEL 












Israel; but thou and thy father’s house, in that ye have 
forsaken the commandments of Jehovah and thou hast 
followed the Baalim.” 1 Kings 18: 17-18. 
: eee: =k #9 CARMEL AND 
THE PLaIn— 
Elijah challenged 
Ahab to a test. 
Let the prophets 
of Baal build an 
altar on Carmel, 
and I—he said 
—will build one 
toJehovah. A 
bullock will be 
Wa deowger ch 
3 altar, and “‘the 
mwa : God that answer- 
SUMMIT OF CARMEL eth by fire, let 
[ 37 ] 
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him be Gods 
“If the Lord be 
God, follow him, 
but if Baal then 
follow him. 1 
Kingsers 91 7-24. 

EitjAn s) SAc- 
RIFICE—Ahab 
agreed to this 
fest wera 1d Meeits 
prophets (450 of 
them) prayedand 
cut themselves 
Withwlaniceuse 
while the lone 
prophet urged them on in their prayers. Baal failed 
them. But God answered Elijah by consuming his 
sacrifice, to the great discomfiture of Ahab, for he had 
agreed to have 
his prophets put 
to death if they 
failed him in this 
test. 1 Kings 18: 
Ge 

PLACE OF THE 
ConTEST—Eli- 
jah’s altar is said 
to have occupied 
thisvidentica 
SPO Om Cie 
stony summit 
ofeVlounte@ are Eee Spa 
mel. PLACE OF THE CONTEST 

[ 38 ] 
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CARMEL AND THE PLAIN 























ELIJAH’S SACRIFICE 
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SLAUGHTER OF THE PRIESTS OF BAAL 


[ 40 ] 


_ ELIJAH AND ELISHA. 





THE RIVER 
KrsHon—The 
river Kishon 
flows near the 
base of Mount 
Carmel. Near 
here Sisera once 
lived and by its 
overflow, it will 
be remembered, 
his army was 
destroyed by 
Barak and Deb- 
orah. 

SLAUGHTER 
OF THE PropHETs OF BAAt—The four hundred and fifty 
prophets of Baal were brought to the brink of Kishon, 
and Elijah caused every one of them to be slain accord- 
ing to the agree- 
ment and also in 
accord with the 
Spiriteof 8 Deut, 
ISch Oni teandel 7: 
Oa ec te Nines 
18: 40. 

Top or Mount 
CarmeLt—Elijah 
went back into 
Carmel with his 
servant, and in 
answer to his in- 
tercession ‘‘there 


OF MOUNT CARMEL was a great rain” 
[41 ] 









THE RIVER KISHON 





oe 


TOP 














and the drought, 
which had been 
on the country 
for three years 
and six months, 
Was, broken-e aa 
Kingseis- 41-44. 

JEZREEL— At 
this time the king 
had a residence 
also in Jezreel, on 
the edge of the 
plain of Esdre- 
lon, in sight of 
Mount Carmel. 
During the contest of the prophets, Jezebel remained 
here waiting for news of the outcome. 

JezeBeLt’s THreat—But the queen was obstinate 
and unyielding, for when Ahab brought her the news she 
swore upon her life to put the prophet to the sword, 
just as he had done to her priests on the banks of 
Kishon. 1 Kings 19: 1-2. 

MoNnASTERY 
or .ELIjaH— 
Elijah lost no 
time in making 
his escape. He 
and his servant 
fled to Judah and 
tradition tells of 
his stopping, en 
route, by the 
road side between JEZEBEL’S THREA 

[ 42 ] 











ELIJAH AND ELISHA 





Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem, and 
accordingly, this 
ereat Db uildiare 
has been erected 
which is called 
the monastery of 
Elijah. 
BEERSHEBA 
Country— Next 
he is found at 
Beersheba, a 
hundred miles 
south, where he 
left his servant. 





MONASTERY OF Eruall 


The balance of the way he went alone, and suffered 
even greater privations than he had _ previously. 


Pe inosetg 53. 


Exv1yan ExuaustEpD—From Beersheba he went a 
day’s journey into the wilderness (south), perhaps 





BEERSHEBA COUNTRY 
[ 43 ] 


near where 
Hagar and Ish- 
mael, centuries 
before, nearly 
perished from 
Cirstame \Ganiic 
Sat undet a 
juniper tree ex- 
hausted and 
discouraged, he 
prayed that he 
might die. But 
God had not 
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forgotten his 
prophet and sent 
an angcletou tale 
CHlee Ol iit, 1 
Kings ios. 
Mount SINAI 
—He.at last 
found himself at 
Mount Horeb 
(Sinai) where 
Nosiesminad= res 
ceived the law 
and Israel had 
Cam Pedmro ime 
yearwul i took 
Moses forty years to make his journey from here to the 
Holy Land, but it seems Elijah made the trip in forty 
days (verse 8). 
SUMMIT OF 
Stnai—The dis- 
couraged prophet 
went into a cave 
here for some 
time and his ex- 
periences were 
quite as wonder- 
ful as Moses’ had 
been many years 
before at this 
Sain cum place. 
From this moun- 
tain fastness Eli- 
jah returned, a 






Cnr 


MOUNT SINAI 





SUMMIT OF SINAI 
[44"] 
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ELIJAH EXHAUSTED 








PULIAH AND HrisHa 





renewed man, to ce 
execute the will 


of God. 1 Kings 
TO BO=1 4. 
CHAPEL OF 
ELIJAH—SINAI 
—This chapel is 
dedicated to Eli- 
aie tetseon 
Mount Sinai, 
where it is said 
the prophet com- 
muned with God 


for forty days as SARS 
Macesshadl dons. CHAPEL OF ELIJAH—SINAI 





It was because of this incident that Elijah was associated 
with Moses at the transfiguration of Jesus many cen- 
turies later on another mountain hundreds of miles to 
Pinem io tear I 
Sinai: 
ABEL-MEHoO- 
LAH—E lijah is 
now directed by 
the Lord to go to 
Damascus and 
AO tell azcacls 
king of Syria, and 
fonlocate) ehu 
and anoint him 
as future king of 
Israel. He was 
then to seek one 
ABEL-MEHOLAH isha see eee 
ay 








THE SACRED PAGEANIVON Di Ee Gr. 





Meholah and 


/ anoint him to be 
/ hisown successor. 
ELIJAH AND 


EvisHa—Eliyjah 
anointed these 
persons as he was 
[MStrUctedmmaac 
found Elisha 
plowing and sym- 
bolized his mis- 
sion by placing 
his mantle on the 

‘ ® shoulders of his 
NEAR APHEK successor, and 
they sacrificed the twelve yoke of oxen with which 
Elisha had been plowing, and gave the meat to the 
poor in the neighborhood. 1 Kings Ig: 19-21. 

Near APHEK 
—Ben-hadad, in 
the meantime, 
came against Sa- 
maria with two 
hundrcedmand 
twenty thousand 
men, but by a 
ruse directed by 
a prophet, the 
army was scat- 
tered in confu- 
sion. One. hun- 
dred thousand ‘ae | ms 
perished, and EAST SHORE, SEA OF GALILEE 

leas?) 

















Nee) 








Carey 
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ELIJAH AND ELISHA 





when they reached Aphek, east of the Sea of Galilee, 
twenty-seven thousand more lost their lives in an 
accident by the falling of the city walls. 1 Kings 
Bor 1229. 

East Suore, Sea or GaLiteEE—Here on the plains, 
east of Galilee, Ahab overtook the Syrians, whose 
number had been 
greatly depleted. Ben- 
hadad humbled him- 
self in sackcloth, and 
his life was spared. 
Ahab was met here by 
the prophet, who pre- Ne 
dicted his murder and a 
the near approach of 
the close of Omri’s 
dynasty. 1 Kings 20: 
30-43. 

NasBoTtu’s VINE- 
yarD—Naboth of 
Jezreel owned a vine- | Of os 
yard here, and Ahab NABOTH’S VINEYARD 
desired this for a gar- 
den as it was near to the temporary royal palace, 
but the property was not for sale. The petulant king 
was so disappointed that he went to bed and refused 
foreats 1 Kingsrat: 1-12. 

JezREEL—GENERAL View—Jezebel, however, con- 
cocted a scheme whereby Naboth was falsely convicted 
of blasphemy against God and the king, and he was 
stoned to death outside the city, and the property was 
confiscated (verses 13 and 14). 

Anas Denouncep—This heartless incident called 

[ 51 ] 
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came according to Elijah’s word. 


JEZREEL—GENERAL VIEW 


Elijah again to 
Jezrcelmm rlennicr 
Ahab at the well 
of Naboth and 
Dice ciac amma 
speedy and most 
horrible death to 
both Ahab and 
Jezebel. But the 
king humbled 
himself before 
the prophet and 
dalLes pl temas 
gee MaroGh. lay ule 
finally the end 


TeMingss2 to seo0. 


JeRUSALEM—King Asa died in the fourth Wear OL 
the reign of Ahab. He had been ruler of Judah forty- 


ones years... Asa 
had been an un- 
usual monarch 
and was buried 
with great honors 
(2 Chron. 16: 14) 
in the Holy City. 
Jehoshaphat, his 
son, succeeded 
him and not only 
became a close 
friend of Ahab, 
but married his 
daughter, Atha- 
liah. 2 Kings 8:18. 








AHAB DENOUNCED 








ELIJAH AND ELISHA 





RamoTtH— 
ins hae = 
While visting 
A breb, \e= 
hoshaphat 
was per- 
suaded to 
accompany 
his father-in- 
ava no art 
effort to re 
alii INES 
moth-Gilead 
Ga kings.90- 
ie here 
had been no 
war for three years, but the Syrians had revived after 
their experience at Aphek, and still held the old city 
of Ramoth in the mountains of Gilead. 

DeEaATH oF AHAB 
Ahab could not 
be true even to a 
friend. He made 
it appear to the en- 
emy that Jehosha- 
phat was himself, 
and for a while, 
during the battle, 
the enemy aimed 
every shot at Je- 
hoshaphat, believ- 
ing him to be Ahab. 


Ahab wascostumed 
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as a common soldier, but he was struck with an 
arrow, which in a few hours caused his death. As 
the sun began to set his lite slipped away. 1 Kings 
DS DELO, 

Buriat or Kine Anazp—Ahab had reigned 
twenty-one years 
in great splendor 
Way dave: 7 1 aiyroue sy 
Ia ba Cemmiim ode 
maria, so called 
ruins of which 
Sac ME ieevener car. 
and they brought 
him there for bur- 
ial When the 
servants came to 
wash the chariot 
in which Ahab had 
been slain, the 
dogs had licked 
up his blood as 
Birjahenyadep tes 
dicted. 1 Kings 
22 39-40, 

AuaziAn’s ILL- 





AHAZIAH’S ILLNESS wess—Ahab was 
succeeded by his 
son Ahaziah, who injured himself through a fall. He was 
paid a visit by Elijah, who informed him that his injury 
was fatal. Ahaziah lived two years, however, and as 
he had no son, he was succeeded by his brother Jehoram. 
This was in the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat, of 
Jerusalem. 2 Kings 1. 
[ 56 ] 
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THE JoRDAN— 
EBlijah at this 
time called upon 
his schools of 
prophets at 
Bethel, Gilgal, 
and Jericho in 
company with 
Elisha. As fifty 
prophets stood 
on the banks of 
the Jordan, Eli- 
jah smote the 
water with his 
mantle and it 


THE JORDAN 





parted, and the two great prophets passed over on 
dry ground as Israel had done in the days of Joshua 


the great leader of Israel. 


MOUNT NEBO 





Oeiings 2-1-0. 


Mount NEso 
—It was no doubt 
to Mount Nebo 
(where Moses 
died) that Elisha 
went with Elijah. 
Here then Elisha 
was promised a 
double portion of 
Chives Dit tO. 
Dione Ove mee 
Kings 2: 9-Io. 

CHARIOT OF 
Fire — “And it 
came to pass as 
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and returned to Jordan. 





JERICHO 


they still went on 
and talked, that 
behold there ap- 
peared a chariot 
of fire and horses 
of fire and parted 
them both asun- 
der, and Elijah 
went up by a 
whirlwind into 
heaven.” And 
Elisha cried, my 
Father! And he 
picked supmrie 
mantle of Elijah 


DASHES BG ios 


JertcHo—Upon Elisha’s return he was accepted first 
by the prophets of Jericho who went out to meet him 


(vetsonts)). 
EvisHa’s Foun- 
TAIN—His minis- 
try was begun by 
ae Tsiemedlis ilk 
sweetening the 
water of the 
spring of Jericho, 
which had been 
bitter, and there- 
fore of no value 
whatsoever, 
either for drink- 
ing or irrigation. 
2 Kings 2: 19-22, 


ELISHA’S FOUNTAIN 











































































































































































































CHARIOT OF FIRE 


or 
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Youwe 
Paps DES 
VOURED BY 
Bears — On 
his way to 
Bethel, Eli- 
sha was ac- 
costed by 
some young 
men, who 
taunted him 
and called 
him names. 
He had just 
mot ten by, 
them when 


YOUNG LADS DEVOURED BY BEARS 





two bears sprang from their hiding place in the nearby 
woods and destroyed forty-two of the gang. 2 Kings 





6 \ 3% SS 
&y prenzia Betieshan 
Ie & Dothan tJ oJabesh Gilead 
i] § & a Aas 
= 3 Ophrah Tirzah 2\ = oMahanaim 
s ° c)9 
Penuel 
° 
B 860% = 
loSuccath 
Timnath ; c : Karkar 
Serah Shiloh“) Ramoth-Gilead O° 
& 


OSHECHEM ~ 


BETHEL, _ 
© BethHorono “ites A\ Geba oS é 
if Ajalono 5 5 SO Gilgal C 
Vif & Zoran Mizpeh - CAnathoth <" oHeshbon 
Ashdod o & Timnatho JERUSALEM) 2 nr NEBO 
“ Jarmutho Sethiehem i yas 
4/ oLehi oAdullam es / S 
< AMORITES 
lachish WAMRE a pecs | (SIHON) 
Egion HEBRONO _. “| \{ 


“oZiph 
Socoho ocarme! 


EDOMITES 





fyye-ha-Abarumo 





AA oF “e ae Sa 
<*, _oEndor Eo. rel 
A OShu qo b > 
s\rhe 
8 Mizpeh 








MAP 
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Di 69039 bs 
Map — Jeho- 


ram, Jehosha- 
phat, and the 
king of Edom, 
accompanied 
by Elisha, went 
fore htethesrc: 
bellious Moab- 
Ge spameY Dont 
water became 
scarce Elisha 
had ditches dug 
throughout the 
camp and the 
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next morning 
they were filled 
with water. The 
Moabites mis- 
took the water 
for blood, and 
supposing their 
enemies had 
killed each other, 
rushed in after 
the spoil, and ran 
unexpectedly 
into the hands of 
Ispaclohanes 
~ Soma 

SHuNEM—From there Elisha returned to Shunem, 
where, because of a friendly act he had done for them, 
a family set aside a room for him in their home. A son 
of their old age 
and their great 
delight, was one 
day, while in the 
harvest field, 
stricken with 
sunstroke and 
brought home 
dead. 2 Kings 4: 
1-20. 

Top Mount 
CarMEL—Elisha 
was at this time 
on Mount Car- eae Re 
mel, some fifteen TOP MOUNT CARMEL 

[ o4 | 





SHUNEM 
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miles away. The 
mother came to 
him here and 1m- 
Delto te dest.he 
prophet to ac- 
company her to 
Shunem, and if 
possible, restore 
the son to life. 
2 Kings 4: 18-31. 

Son OF SHUNAM- 
MITE RESTORED 
to Lire—Elisha 
finally granted 
her petition and 
the son’s life was restored to him. 2 Kings 4: 32-37. 

Jorpan VatteEy—The prophet then went to Gilgal 
(on the plain of Jordan) and prescribed for a number 
of people who 
had accidentally 
eaten some 
poisoned pot- 
tage, and they 
mew onme te deme 
Kings 4: 38-44. 

SaMARIA—Eli- 
sha, who had 
favored the king 
when he went 
against Moab, 
was no doubt 
welcome in Sa- 
SAMARIA maria, and we 
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next find the prophet in his own house in the capital 
city, possibly furnished by Jehoram himself. 


QUESTIONS 


Where did Elijah the prophet live? Why did he 
come to Samaria? What calamity did he predict? 
How did Jezebel receive him? Where did Elijah go? | 
How was he fed? Where did he go from the Brook 
Cherith? Where is Zarephath? With whom did he 
lodge? What is said of her scarcity of food? Give the 
story of her dead son? Where did he arrange to meet 
Ahab? Where is Mount Carmel? Of what did he 
accuse Ahab? What test did he propose? Describe 
what happened? How many prophets of Baal? What 
was done to them? Where were they executed? Did 
it rain then? Who was waiting at Jezreel? Where is 
Jezreel? How did Jezebel receive the news? What did 
she then swear to do? Where did Elijah then go? 
What direction and how far is Sinai? How long did he 
stay at Sinai? Who was Elijah directed to anoint upon 
his return? Who was to succeed Elijah as prophet? 
Who now besieged Samaria? What was the result? 
What did Naboth own that Ahab desired? How did he 
get Naboth’s property? What did Elijah say about the 
affair? How long did Asa live during the rule of Ahab? 
Who succeeded Asa? To whom was Jehoshaphat 
married? Who were Athaliah’s parents? Tell about 
Ahab and Jehoshaphat at Ramoth-gilead. How did 
Ahab die? Where was he buried? How long did he 
rule Israel? What became of Elijah? From where 
was he taken up to heaven? Who was his successor? 
Tell of Elisha’s part in the war with the Moabites. 
What miracle did Elisha do at Shunam? Was Elisha 


in favor with the king? Where did Elisha have a 
residence? . 
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GLOSE OPFLHE ONRE DYNASTY 


INTRODUCTION TO CHAPTER XXVII 


Tue effort of Jezebel to introduce the religion of Baal 
into Israel brings Elijah into prominence. He boldly 
denounces Baal and predicts a great famine as a 
retribution for the departure from the true God. 
Elijah fled for his life, but returned after three years 
and challenged the prophets of Baal, which resulted 
in the execution of four hundred and fifty of them 
on the slopes of Mount Carmel. The antagonism 
of Jezebel drove the great prophet into hiding again, 
and he wandered as far as Mount Sinai. When 
he returned this time he came with Divine author- 
ity to anoint Hazael, king of Syria; Jehu, king of 
Israel, and Elisha as his successor. He was translated 
to heaven from Mount Nebo by a “chariot of fire” 
and his mantle fell upon Elisha. In the meantime, 
Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, married Ahab’s daughter 
—Athaliah—and the two kings were on very friendly 
terms. Ahab was succeeded by Ahaziah and Jehoram, 
and another Jehoram had ascended the throne of 
Judah. The Judean king was nephew of the king of 
Israel. Elisha was in the good graces of both rulers 
and lived in the city of Samaria, the headquarters of 
Israel’s king. 
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CHAPTER XX VII 
CLOSE-OF THE OMRI DYNASTY 
2 Kings 5-13 


Man or Vator—Naaman, captain of the hosts of the 
king of Syria, living in Deiaceae discovered one day 
that he was a leper. “He was a mighty man of valor,” 
and of high social standing, but Bate a pocas he at once 
was isolated from 
all contact with 
society and could 
only mingle with 
those segregated 
like himself, be- 
cause of his loath- 
some malady. 2 
Kings §: I. 

Lreprers — The 
most pathetic 
sights in the Holy 
Pordeateative 
groups of lepers 
to be seen on the 
highways (usually near the city), as they piteously cry 
“unclean! unclean!’ and beg for alms. 

House or Naaman—The new government, how- 
ever, is housing these unfortunates now, and the 
medical profession is doing much to prevent the spread 
of the disease throughout the country. Heretofore 
many of them refused to enter the homes prepared for 
them, but now it is compulsory. The ruins of the 
house of Naaman are still pointed out in Damascus, 
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HOUSE OF NAAMAN 








and a part of the 
premises has been 
converted intoan 
asylum for these 
sad people, whose 
malady is sure to 
end in a prema- 
ture death. 
NaaMAn— 
From the pom- 
pous position 
Naaman occu- 
pied a few days 
ago, he retro- 
grades into an 


outcast physically, and his dejection can only be 
understood by one who has had a like experience. 


D AGN, GS tle 

Imptores Hts 
Gops—All the 
magic of his na- 
CivicmDiicstomnn 
Damascus failed, 
and though he 
approached his 
gods sincerely, he 
still remained a 
leper. 

Tue JEwisuH 
Martpen—A Jew- 
ish maiden had 
been brought to 
Damascus, a cap- 











NAAMAN 





GQiZO Spe Ores Hh OM RID Y NAS PY 





tive of a recent 
invasion of Sa- 
maria, and had 
become maid to 
Naaman’s wife. 
When the maiden 
Lecoonizeuds tie 
Umionmuunate 
man’s predica- 
ment, she assured 
her mistress that 
a certain man of 
God in Samaria 
could unques- 
tionably heal the 
captain of his leprosy (verses 2 and 3). 

Kino Senps Leper To SamArta—The information 
reached the king of syne and he at once sent Naaman 
si ot Ly iat ge Gd Ng: on his way to 

Beige Samaria to 
seek this won- 
deriulenmvan. 
Supposing he 
could be none 
less than the 
king of Israel, 
a letter was 
dispatched to 
him; and Na- 
aman, though 
perhaps with 
little hope, 


THE JEWISH MAIDEN took up the 
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journey with all 
haste (verses 4 
Bwai@! G))- 

Naaman PRre- 
SENTS HIMSELF 
—Following all 
the misunder- 
Standings and 
wars between 
Syria and Israel, 
Me MeaGie INeye 
been very discon- 
certing to Naa- 
man to thus have 
to humble him- 
self. But the circumstances justified, and Naaman 
presented himself to the Jewish monarch, assuring 
him. that he 
confidently 
believed 
Israel’s king 
could do as 
the little 
faaelntel veel 
said (verse 
6) 

KING oF 
IsraEL An- 
GERED — 
When the 
king had 
heard Naa- 


5) arr : 
Dee COLY, NAAMAN PRESENTS HIMSELF 
[ 76 ] 
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he first thought 
the visitor was a 
spy, and if not, 
that he must 
have been play- 
ing a huge joke 
on his dignity. 
He became very 
anery and tore 
his clothes, and 
bade him be 
gone, for he said, 
“wiakoae Th (Grove. aK 
kill and to make 
alive, that this 





KING OF ISRAEL ANGERED 








man doth send to me to recover a man from his 
leprosy” (verse 7), and he bade him leave his presence. 








NAAMAN GOES 


NAAMAN 
GOES TO 
ELiIsHa— 
Elishawasin 
themcrtyarat 
Tnswets me 
and had 
Wear dio t 
Naainan:s 
unusual mis- 
sion. Heim- 
mediately 
asked the 
king to send 
the leper to 
he niet. ch 
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accordingly, Na- 
aman drove his 
Cnar lot ome 
pously to the resi- 
dence of the 
prophet. Goe 
dip yourself in 
the Jordan seven 
times,” came the 
words of Elisha, 
‘fand thy flesh 
shall come again 
to thee, and thou 
shalt be clean” 
(verses 8 and Io). 
Naaman Leaves 1n Race—The directions were not 
what Naaman had vainly imagined they would be, 
and he turned away in a rage. ‘No, I will not wash in 
the filthy Jordan. ] 
Its waters cannot 
compare with our 
Livetcmimcrn iat 
and Abana.” And 
Naaman _ turned 
away despairing 
a curesin Israel 
(verse II). 
Marp—The 
Abana is a beau- 
tiful and never 
failing stream. 
Its source is in 
Mount Hermon, MAP 





NAAMAN LEAVES IN RAGE 








SEOSERORaLH EF OMR LiDY NASTY 





Amami COM etic 
melting snow is 
Setucm aeecrystal 
Sere ainep Ot are 
freshing water 
down to Damas- 
Clic mee nce Liars 
par, though not | 
so beautiful, 
never dries up. 
Tue -River | 
Apana—— Lhe | 
Abana, because 
of its high source, “—....- 1 aie bie. 
comes bounding THE RIVER ABANA 
through the heart of Syria, making it a veritable garden. 
AsBaAna IN Damascus—The river flows through the 
midst of the Syrian capital and but for its water there 
would never have 
been a Damas- 
Cuss aE OT etliis 
reason it has ever 
been a sacred 
river to the pop- 
ulation of this 
great city. 
COWRA TN 
Damascus HoMeE 
—Of all cities in 
the Orient, Da- 
mascus is best 
supplied with 
It flows 









ABANA IN DAMASCUS water. 
7o 
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ee 


COURT IN DAM 


ASCUS HOME 


down the streets, 
is carried through 
the better homes, 
and waters their 
beautiful courts 
(for which the 
Cit yanismnoted). 
They have no 
standpipe, but 
water flows 
through aque- 
ducts to all parts 
Of sthescityseand 
instead of turning 
a faucet they may 


dip their cup into the stream that is flowing through 


their kitchen or gorgeous court. 


THe Puarpar River—The Pharpar flows lazily 


through a flatter 
country than the 
Mingbna. euaiel 
skirts the south 
side of the city. 
Both rivers after 
they havepassed 
Damascus lose 
themselves in 
the sandy plains 
of the Arabian 
desert. 
SOURCE OF 
THE JORDAN— 
Naaman would 


THE PHARPAR RIVER 
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have given some ae moe 
consideration to f i. 
the prophet’s di- 
rections if he had 
said Pharpar or 
Abana. But the 
Jordan! Impos- 
sible. Yet the 
Jordan finds its 
source in the 
same Mount 
Hermon, only on 
the opposite 
slope. 
NAAMAN’S 
Servant—But Naaman’s servant was more sensible 
about the matter than his master. Reasoning with 
Naaman, he 
Said ea liaetiic 
prophet had 
said do some 
great thing, 
wouldst thou 
not have done 
it? How much 
rather then 
when he saith 
to thee wash 





SOURCE OF THE JORDAN 


i Titers § and be clean.” 

NS > Suppose you 
ACCe pt his 
challenge. 





NAAMAN’S SERVANT (verse 13). 
[ 81 ] 
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Naaman De- 

CIDESTOMmNRia 
Yielding to the 
commonsense 
appealof his serv- 
ant, he finally 
decided that it 
Waseda tleacit 
worth trying, and 
ti mid lyr = 
Dit Oa ic malic 
river Jordan. 
, NAaAaAMAN 
Meee” OF aLED—But 
EeeLOel ke he was relieved 
of all his doubts when he had fully complied with the 
prophet’s words. He had gone down and dipped him- 
self seven times in the Jordan, and his flesh came 
again as the flesh 
of a little child, 
and he was clean 
(verse 14). 

Naaman OF- 
FERS PRESENTS— 
Rejoicing over 
the remarkable 
Curem ch aiteeararc 
béen wrought 
and deeply grate- 
ful to the prophet 
for his goodness, 
he returned to 






NAAMAN DECID 


- * : eet tae 
Samaria with NAAMAN HEALED 
[ 82 ] 





GV OsP Cr IPH ETOMRI DYNASTY 





costly presents 
for the man of 
God. But Elisha 
promptly and 
emphatically re- 
fused his gifts 
(verses 15 and 


18). 
Go 1n PEACE 
—Elisha said un- 


tomhim Gorin 
Deacomeand eNa- 
aman departed 
Reon Wilms 
cleaner and wiser 


NAAMAN OFF 








ERS PRESENTS 


and more humble man (verse Ig), declaring, ““Behold, 
now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in 
the land of Israel’ (verses 15 and 19). 











GO IN PEA 


Hiren o- 
THAN—Na- 
aman’s experi- 
ence evidently 
had little, if any, 
effect upon the 
king of Syria, for 
soon afterward 
his army was 
encamped at 
Dothan. Elisha 
and his servant 
spent a night on 
the hill there, 


and in the morn- 





TE Stn CR aD) Lp AlG PeAeN OPE Ea 





ing they found 
themselves sur- 
rounded by the 
hosts of Syria. 
2 Kings 6:88=14: 

Tie vee Nira 
Host—The serv- 
ant was much 
alarmed until 
EKlisha prayed 
Time lis eives 
might be opened 
and he beheld the 
“mountain full of 
horses and chari- 
ots of fire round about Elisha.” The Syrians were smitten 
with blindness, and Elisha led them into the city of 
Samaria where the king of Israel resided. The king’s 
first impulse was 
Co mdestioy =the 
hosts of Syria but 
he was forbidden 
by Elisha, and 
they were sent to 
their homeland 
unharmed after 
theyahadsbieen 
well fed. 2 Kings 
Gest 20% 

PLAINS OF 3 oA= 
MARIA—But Ben- 
hadad was not a 
king who could be PLAIN OF SAMARIA 

La 





oF a 2 ‘ " 
HILL OF DOTHAN 











HEAVENLY HOST 
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so easily defeated. The next year he camped on 
these plains surrounding Samaria and bottled Israel 
up in their capital. A famine followed which was 
so severe that women ate their own children. Elisha 
was also in the city at the time. His life was 
threatened by the king because he had not planned 
some miraculous escape for Israel, but relief finally 
came in a most unex- 
pected manner. 2 Kings 
O43. 

THe Famine Re- 
LIEVED—Four half- 
starved lepers lay at the 
gate of Samaria who 
ventured to pillage the 
camp of Syria, but when 
they got to the camp it 
was totally deserted. 





The enemy had evidently Gs 
mistaken a distant thun- a 
der storm for the rum- AIGA i 


bling of chariots— 
which they thought to be reinforcements from another 
country, and they fled, leaving everything, except, per- 
haps, their weapons. The famine was relieved by the 
spoils left by the Syrians. 2 Kings 7. 
Damascus—tThe recent campaign must have affected 
the health of Ben-hadad. He took sick when he re- 
turned and Elisha, who went to Damascus at this time, 
was visited by Hazael to inquire whether Ben-hadad 
would recover. (Hazael, it will be remembered, had 
been anointed by Elijah at God’s command to succeed 
Ben-hadad (1 Kings 19: 15). Hazael became king of 
[ 87 ] 
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phat, son of Asa. 





DAMASCUS 


Somer GiGi ele 
had smothered 
his predecessor 
to death. 2 Kings 
8: 7-15. 
JERUSALEM— 
During this pe- 
riod Joram, the 
second son of 
Ahab, was king 
of Israel, and for 
thesfits temic 
years his Judean 
contemporary 
was |ehosha- 


Jehoshaphat reigned twenty-five 


years and was buried in Jerusalem. He was suc- 
ceeded by his son Jehoram, who continued friendly re- 


lations with the 
king of Israel. 
Jezebel was the 
mother of Joram 
and the grand- 
mother of Jeho- 
Faia lcineces: 
Tosi 

THE EpDomITEs 
Routep —Edom 
now revolts 
against Judah, 
but is subdued by 
Jehoram,whowas 
reinforced by 





JERUSALEM 
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Joram of Israel. 
eeehto veacm 
reigned eight 
years and died 
in the twelfth 
year of Joram. 
Heswasesuc- 
ceeded by his 
son Ahaziah, 
who was assas- 
sinated a year 
later. 2 Kings 
Grelo-24. 
Map—Ra- 
moth-gilead 





Mizpeh 
Beth-shan ouP 


z 
? ophrah Tirzah @ = oMahanaim 


OSHECHEM > a 


& h Kal 
Serah eolulohis I Ramoth-Gilead 2) 


% BethHorono Sib, i 


$ cmzorano Mizpeh ansthoth 
JERUSALEM 7 ca 
[fad cis 





oJabesh Gilead 


inkar 


fe 
a 
uy 
(9) 
ww 
(ay 





lyye-ha-Abarumo ae 





was still disputed territory. Hazael, the new king of 
Syria, met Joram in battle here and in the combat 
the latter received a slight CEN and went to Jezreel 


RAMOTH. GILEAD 





to recover. Aha- 
ziah, when he got 
news of it, came 
to Jezreel to pay 
his uncle a visit, 
and remained 
several days. 2 
IGG. WS BEI), 

RAMOTH-GIL- 
EAD—It seemed 
to be the time to 
ca Nmameial taco 
Baal worship, 


which had Israel 
well in its grip, 
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and was creeping into Judah. Elisha dispatched a 
prophet to Ramoth-gilead where Jehu had been left 
in command (in the absence of Joram), and he was 
anointed king of Israel and a new dynasty was to begin. 
pe Kingsiozsi-10: 

Jenu at JEzrEEL—Jehu sped to Jezreel as fast 
as his chariot horses could take him. Joram 
attempted to flee for his life, but an arrow from Jehu’s 
bow pierced the 
king through the 
heart, and he was 
buried in Na- 
both’s vineyard, 
where Jezebel had 
heartlesslystoned 
the good citizen, 
Naboth, a few 
years before. 2 
Kings 9: 11-26. 

Je n1n—Aha- 
ziah, who was 
with Joram, fled 
toward Judah, 
but he was overtaken by Jehu at Gur (which is be- 
lieved to -be Jenin), where he was fatally wounded, 
but he got as far as Megiddo, about six miles west, 
before he died. Thus ended the dynasty of Omri. 
And the house of David mourned for their youthful king 
Ahaziah. 2 Kings 9: 20220) 

ToweER or JEZREEL—Jezebel, Ahab’s widow, was 
still living and resided in the tower of Jezreel. She still 
retained her haughty spirit. She dressed her hair and 
painted her faded cheeks and as she looked out of the 

[92] 
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JEHU AT JEZREEL 
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upper window she 
mockingly spoke 
to Jehu, who at 
this time had re- 
turned from Jenin 
(Gur), a few miles 
south. 2 Kings 9g: 
B0-32: 

DEaTH OF JEZE- 
BEL—She was 
thrown headlong 
from the window 
by her own serv- 
ants and was 
crushed to death 





OF JEZREEL 








by the hoofs of the prancing horses of Jehu’s sol- 


diets. 2 Kings 9: 33. 


Jezeset’s Awrut FatE—As Jehu came in to eat he 





Zl & GS 


JEZEBEL’S AWFUL FATE 


said to the serv- 
elias aan GOMmeESce 
now this cursed 
woman,’and they 
went to bury her, 
since she was a 
royal personage; 
but when they 
had come to the 
place where she 
had died, the dogs 
had well-nigh 
consumed her. 
body, as Elijah 
Nadepeecaiccad 
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just after the murder Of eNabothvame2ennesmeg. 
2a or IsraEL—Jehu now started a reform by 
destroying all images and places of Baal worship. He 
slew all the members of the house of Ahab, and revived 
the religion of Jeroboam, the worship of the golden 
calf. 

Ivrant Kine JoasH—Athaliah, Ahab’s daughter, 

a eh) Veale Cc 
Ahaziah, still re- 
Mes = sides in Jeru- 

- salem. When she 
‘heard of the mur- 
der of her mother 
(Jezebel) by Jehu, 
she attempted to 
*) wipe out the 
-~ house of David 
[bya wayemoiumetc= 
venge. Only the 
i |}. infant Joash was 
BAe saved by his aunt 
ISRAEL (Jehosheba), who 
succeeded in hiding the baby in the temple for six 
years. Jehoida was priest during this time and at- 
tended to the proper care and instruction of the boy. 
O) INeiavexy Teepe). 

Murper or ATHALIAH—Joash was crowned by 
Jehoiada at the temple when he was seven years old. 
When Athaliah heard the commotion caused by the 
jubilant crowd at the coronation, she came from the 
palace crying, “Treason! Treason!’ She was immedi- 
ately slain at her palace, which stood near the south 

[ 96 ] 
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INFANT KING JOASH 
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wall of the 
present city. 
9+ Kings 11: 


PAIRS THE 
WaLLs— 
The reign of 
Joash was 
Omenot fe— 
form, though 
even henever 
destroy ed 
the high 
places. He 
also repaired 





the walls of Jerusalem, which had been neglected since 





JOASH REPAIRS THE WALLS 
[ 99 ] 


tlitemen levee ni camo: | 
Athaliah (Ahab’s 
daughter) into the 
Holy City. He also 
Paidatribute: to 
Hazael of Damascus 
rather than to go to 
war with him. 2 
Kgngset2 s1-10. 
ROUASs S KO 
Joash was slain by 
Jozachar and Jehoz- 
abad, two of his 
servants, at Millo, 
the southwest corner 
of the temple en- 








THE SACRED PAGEANT OF THE AGES 





closure, but the 
murder was the 
result of a private 
grievance rather 
than public dis- 
content (2 Kings 
12, 19-21)=_ Joasi 
was forty years old 
when he died and 


Pee a8 he was buried on 
BEN-HADAD Th aie 





Ben-HADAD—Jehu died in the twenty-third year of 
Joash and his son, Jehoahaz, became king of Israel. 
Hazael, of Syria, had been also succeeded by his son, 
Ben-hadad II, who had made life miserable for Israel. 
He almost destroyed them and cut their forces down to 
fifty horsemen and ten chariots. Joash (of Israel) 
followed his father Jehoahaz, and Joash (of Judah) 
lived to see three 
years of his reign. 
oa lineseig- st: 

ABEL-MEHOLAH 
—Elisha the 
prophet died dur- 
ing the reign of 
Joash (of Israel), 
and he was buried 
at his old home 
in Abel-Meholah 
near Bethshan. 
He had proved 
himself a worthy me 
successor of Eli- _ABEL-MEHOLAH 

[ 100 | 
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jah and the two names will always be very closely 
associated. 

EvisHa’s Last PropHecy — Elisha was much 
revered by Israel, and Joash came to visit the 
prophet in his closing hours. Elisha bade him 
shoot an arrow from the window of his chamber, 
and by this token he made his last prophecy, i. e., 
that the yoke of Syria should be thrown off by 
King Joash. 2 Kings 13: 14-21. 


QUESTIONS 


Who was Naaman? Where did he live? What was 
his affliction? Is cure for leprosy known to the medical 
profession? Who was Naaman’s wife’s maid? What 
did she suggest? Who sent Naaman to Samaria? 
To whom did Naaman first go? How did the king 
receive him? What word did Elisha send to Naaman? 
What did Elisha tell him to do? How did Naaman re- 
ceive the instructions? Where are the rivers Abana and 
Pharpar? What was the result of Naaman’s obedience? 
What did Naaman then do? What experience did 
Elisha have at Dothan? How did he capture a whole 
army? Where did he lead the blinded army? What 
happened to them at Samaria? What was Elisha’s 
mission to Damascus? How did Hazael become king 
of Syria? What happened to Joram at Ramoth- 
Gilead? Who came to see him from Jerusalem? 
Why did Jehu come to Jezreel? How did Jehu become 
king of Israel? Where was Jezebel now living? What 
became of her? Tell of Jehu’s reform? What did 
Athaliah do at Jerusalem? Why did she seek to kill 
all heirs to the throne? Who alone was saved from her 
tyranny? How old was Joash now? Where did they 
hide him for seven years? Who was priest at Jerusalem? 
What happened when Joash was seven? How did it 
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affect Athaliah? What became of her? Was there 
reform during Joash’s reign? Describe the death of 
Joash? Who visited Elisha during his last sickness? 
What prediction did the prophet make? Where was 
Elisha buried? 


[ 104 ] 


Piers Ee Oreo A VARTA 


INTRODUGIION #007 GEIA Ed bP REXO ay aT 


Eutsua lived in Samaria, and Jehoram was king of 
Israel when the miraculous cure of Naaman the leper of 
Damascus was effected by the prophet. Jehu murdered 
both the king of Israel and of Judah, and destroyed 
all the heirs of Ahab. Athaliah destroyed all the heirs 
to the throne of Judah, except Joash, an infant, and 
when he was crowned, seven years later, Athaliah was 
put to death in her ‘palace in Jerusalem. Jehu de- 
stroyed every place of Baal worship and revived the 
religious system of Jeroboam. He died after a rule of 
twenty-eight years and was succeeded by Jehoahaz, 
and he in turn by Joash. Elisha, after a long and 
faithful ministry, passes away immediately following 
a prophecy to Joash that his reign would be successful. 
Joash of Israel and Amaziah of Judah ascended their 
respective thrones probably in the same year, and the 
friendly relations that had existed between the northern 
and the southern kingdoms for a hundred years now 
came to a close. 


HHAANIN HO ‘TIVA 
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CHAPTER XXVIII 


THE FALL OF SAMARIA 


SoutH SHORE 
DEAapeS ba 
Amaziah suc- 
ceeded his father 
Joash of Jerusa- 
lem and his first 
act was to execute 
the murderers of 
his father. His 
first military ven- 
ture was to re- 
conquer Edom 
and accordingly 
he engaged with 
them at the south 


2 Kings 14-18 





SOUTH SHORE DEAD SEA 






shore of the Dead Sea, where Edom was driven southward 
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with a loss of ten 
thousand men. 
PeTra—Edom 
retreated to Selah 
(the rock), which 
to-day is called 
Petra. Amaziah 
changed its name 
to Joktheel after 
he had decisively 
defeated the Ed- 
omites and drove 
them from the 
country. 2 Kings 


14: 5-7. 
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BETHSHEMESH 
—The friendly re- 
lations between 
Judah and Israel 
which had existed 
since the days of 
Ahab and Jehosh- 
a plia Gacw licen 
really amounted 
LOmsthemsuDiuaas 
tion of Judah), 
now came to a 
close. A battle 
was fought at 
Bethshemesh on 
the border of Sharon, and Amaziah was not only beaten 
but he was captured. 2 Kings Pan Sa1 3s 

Nortu Watt Jerusatem—Joash returned with the 
captured king of 
Jerusalem and 
tore down six 
hundred feet ot 
the north wall 
of the city from 
the gate of Eph- 
raim. After rob- 
bing the temple 
{0) Paya his) ine 
demnity to Israel, 
Amaziah was re- 
SPO edmt omnis 
throne and out- 
lived his con- 





: ore es 
BETHSHEMESH 
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NORTH WALL JERUSALEM 
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queror by several 
years. 2 Kings 
14: 13-14. 
LacutsH—After 
a stormy reign of 
twenty-nine years 
aconspiracy arose 
against Amaziah 
in Jerusalem, and 
he fled to Lachish, 
some thirty-five 
miles southwest 
of Jerusalem. He 
was diligently 
pursued and slain 
by the rebels, and his dead body brought back to 
Jerusalem on horses and buried in the city of David. 
eK ingsei4 pt 7-20: 

GATH-HEPHER—Jeroboam II succeeded his father, 
Joash of Israel, and it is during his reign that we are 
introduced to the prophet Jonah. Jonah was born 
at Gath-hepher, 
which is near to, 
if not identical 
with, Nazareth 
in Galilee. His 
first appearance 
was to Jeroboam 
II, to whom he 
predicted great 
success and an 
extension of his 
territory from 





LACHISH 








aah 4 
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the Orontes to 
the Dead Sea. 


ASIA MINOR 


2 Kings 14: 23- 
27. 
Marp—God 


mapped out a 
great trip and 


- aneunpirece- 
Fe ee ARABIAN DESERT. ASS . 
rj3/ Ramoth Gilead < dented mission 


ep LEENA Nef tor Jonahomebe 
a was directed to 
go to Nineveh, 
the great city of 
MAP Nimrod, the 

capital of Assyria, and there preach to the people. 
Ruins or NinEvEH—Nineveh is represented to have 
been a “great city,” for a long time the most beautiful 
city in the world. Its ruins to-day speak of more 
grandeur than those of either Babylon or Shushan. 
It is said to have been steeped in the deepest wickedness 
and Jonah was directed to go there “‘and cry against it; 
Oi, Geile! 
God, their 
wickedness 
is come up 
Dreniroutec 
me.” Jonah 

Ls 1-2, 
Joppa — 
stam tants 
time we 


find Jonah 


at Joppa RUINS OF NINEVEH 
[ 112 ] 
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on the Mediterra- 
nean Sea, fifty 
miles west of Je- 
rusalem. He had 
ine mdmor af Nic 
great city of Nim- 
rod, and being a 
mere country- 
man, he no doubt 
felt that it would 
be useless for him 
to meet a people 
so cultured, and 
that it would 
simply mean the 
loss of his life, and at best would not be worthwhile. 

Joppa AND THE SEA—Joppa is the principal port of 
Palestine to-day, and it seems to have been then, for 
in the harbor out 
there lay a ship 
soon to sail to 
Tarshish (Spain). 
So Jonah boarded 
this vessel, know- 
ing that it would 
take him in the 
opposite direc- 
tion to that which 
God had directed 
and hoping thus 
to escape this 
hazardous mis- 





JOPPA 





JOPPA AND THE SEA sion. Jonah 1: 3. 
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At Sea—The ship had gotten but a little way out to 
sea when a great storm arose, and the superstitious 
sailors believing the storm to have been caused by the 
wrath of some angry god, Jonah confessed that it was 
he against whom this anger was directed, and he was 
thrown overboard and swallowed by a great fish that 
God hadjprepareds s|onahwiee-1 7 

Jonan DELIVERED—We are told that Jonah remained 
inside the 
esl ule 4 Oe 
three days 
and was 
finally de- 
liveredmeo 
dir yalands 
Jonah, now 
realizing 
that he 
could not 
escape God 
Oe Gwar, 
Wc tents 


















































































































































































































































One; 


JONAH DELIVERED Nineveh as 
he had been 


directed, and there were no bounds to his success. 

Jonan ar Niveven—Arriving at this Borcatcit am 
Jonah bravely proclaimed the message he was sent to 
deliver that within forty days the entire city would be 
destroyed. He was surprised at the effect of his own 
preaching. “The people of Nineveh believed God; and 
they proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the 
greatest of them even to the least of them,” and God 
therefore did not destroy them. Jonah=3- 1210, 
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JONAH AT NINEVEH 
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A TEMPORARY 
Bootu—“But it 
displeased Jonah 
exceedingly and 
he was angry. 
Then he went 
outside the walls 
Bncmesatsone the 
east side of the 
Ciiyacuce tec 
made him a booth 
and sat under it 
in the shade, till 
he might see what 
would become of 
the city.” Using, by way of illustration, a gourd whose 
withering Jopen so greatly lamented, God very strik- 
ingly indi- 
cated why he 
should show 
forbearance to 
a city with a 
population of 
more than six- 
score thou- 
sand persons. 
Jonaly 421-1 i 

An ASSYR-" 
TAN oD. Ola 
Whether it 
was Jonah’s 
preaching or 





A TEMPORARY BOOTH 





AN ASSYRIAN IDOL not, we learn 
[ 117 ] 
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TEKOAH 


that Assyria was 


not Nos eilesco 
Israel, and Jero- 
boam enjoyed 
more prosperity 
than any king of 
Israel before his 
time. The rela- 
tions between 
Israel and Assyria 
becameso friendly 
that Jeroboam set 
up some of the 
Assyrian gods in 
his own domain. 


Amos—The prophet Amos also lived in this day. He 
stood before Israel and openly condemned the worship 
of these gods, and predicted that soon Israel would be 


carried away into 
captivity beyond 
Damascus, to the 
very country from 
whence came 
these idols. Amos 
ip. orp 
TEKOAH— 
Amos was born at 


Tekoah, five or 


six miles south of #4 


Bethlehem, in a 
semi-desert sec- 
tion or Judea. 
Though he was a 


WILDERNESS OF TEKOAH 
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THE FALL OF SAMARIA 





native of Judah, his operations were in Israel. A true 
prophet of God knows no political bounds. 

WILDERNESS oF TEKoAH—Like David, Amos was a 
shepherd. In fact, the “Shepherd field” of David was 
in sight of the rougher grazing lands of Tekoah. Amos 
was as brave as Elijah and as poetic as David, and his 
words have the ring of a prophet indeed. 

BeTHeEt—At Bethel, Amos denounced the _half- 
hearted priest <i 
and predicted his . 
death, and again, 
also, the captivity 
of Israel from 
which they should 
never return. His 
denunciation was 
so scathing that 
the priest re 
ported him to 
Jeroboam, but 
Amos was never 
molested. Amos 
ORE toe ig 

Hosea—Jeroboam lived long enough to hear most of 
the thunderings of Hosea, whose messages, like those 
of Amos, were directed against Israel’s immoral life. 
Hosea was Amos amplified, only Hosea was a subject of 
Jeroboam, while Amos was from Judah. Jeroboam, 
while he prospered in material things, must have 
suffered much under the fire of these prophets. He 
reigned forty-one years, was buried in Samaria, and 
was succeeded by his son Zechariah, who was the last of 


the house of Jehu. 








| SPL 
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we, 





SCENE NEAR ELOTH 


Scene NEAR 
E.otsa —Azariah 
(Uzziah) was en- 
throned in Jeru- 
salem after the 
murder of his 
father, which was 
in the twenty- 
seventh year of 
the reign of Jero- 
bern Ib, lake 
fortified Eloth 
anderecoyered 
from the Philis- 
tines Gath, Jab- 


neh, and Ashdod, and brought as much prosperity to 


Judah as Jeroboam had to Israel. 


Wa tt or JERuSALEM—U7zziah also repaired the north 


wall of Jerusalem, 
which had been 
broken down in 
his father’s day. 
HMesctreatcdaman 
army lec cee 
Ibid fe dasa ard 
seven thousand 
and five hundred 
men, and built 
up his own coun- 
try, leaving his 
outside neigh- 
bors pretty much 
alone. 





WALL OF JERUSALEM 
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DELIVERING A 
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THE FALL OF SAMARIA 





A Group oF 
Lepers—But 
King Uzziah be- 
came _ afflicted 
with leprosy (be- 
lieved to have 
been about the 
tinve of )J'ero- 
boam’s death) 
andawas  coOm-— 
pelled to isolate 
himself from the 
people, as was re- 
quired of all lep- 
ers. The duties of 








A GROUP OF LEPERS 


government were, however, carried on by his son Jotham 
for the remaining thirty-eight years of his reign. 
De.tivertnc a Kinc to His Fatre—The throne of 





EAST GATE OF JERUSALEM 


Israel now be- 
came the prize of 
a succession of 
conspirators, and 
the end of the 
kingdom was not 
far off. Zechariah 
was murdered by 
Shallum after a 
Pein Ole Biss 
months. Shallum 
after one month’s 
reign was slain by 
Menahem, who 
succeeded in pass- 
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ing his throne to his son Pekahiah, and after two years 
he was put to the sword by Pekah, one of his officers. 
All these kings of Israel came and went during the single 
reign of Uzziah of Judah. 

East Gate or JERusALEM—Jotham of Judah, who 
because of the leprosy of Uzziah, had been vicegerent 
for thirty-eight years, now succeeds his father. He 
strengthened certain gates of the city and was much 


lave whaes 
NATE ae ie 





father in the 
Fh @ eunvetecn! 
building up 
of his king- 
dom. Other- 
wise, noth- 
ine wor eany. 
consequence 
Cha facter= 
Ieee is 
reign of six- 
teen years. 
He was suc- 
Geededsby 
his son, Ahaz, in the seventeenth year of Pekah of 
Samaria. -2 Kings 16: 1. 

Map—Now comes the beginning of the end of Israel. 
They have become bankrupt paying tribute to Assyria 
and now that they can pay no more, Tiglath-pileser, 
king of Assyria, invades all northern Israel and carries 
its people away to Nineveh. 2 Kings 15: 20. 

Damascus—The kings of Israel and Syria attempted 
to force Ahaz to join them in a confederacy against 
Assyria, but instead Ahaz joined Tiglath-pileser, who 

[ 126 ] 





ASIA MINOR 













Ol ye EN Nere 
Damascus, AS 


_-~ ARABIAN DESERT "~. 
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ISAIAH 
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THE FALL OF SAMARIA 





the next year took 
Damascus, put its 
Rios lhezineco 
death, and carried 
his people to As- 
syria. 2 Kings 
[o-s2-0% 
IsaiaH—The 
prophet Isaiah 
now appears. He 
pleads with Ahaz 
not to join As- 
Syclan isa 812). 
It would not be 
necessary. He 
saw the end of Judah’s enemies—Israel and Assyria, 
and assured Ahaz that Assyria would not disturb him 
if he conducted his affairs properly and trusted in the 
Lordy) bute Aliaz 
flippantly turned 
the great states- 
Inane propiret 
away. Isa.7:3-13. 
APSyRian AL- 
TAR—Ahaz went 
in person to Da- 
mascus) to. meet 
Tiglath= pileser, 
where they con- 
cluded their ar- 
Fane cin ei Cs: 
While there he 
A SYRIAN ALTAR saw an attractive 
[ 129 ] 





DAMASCUS 








TH po GR Dee CP INU © trier Gis 





heathen altar, 
and, possibly to 
show his liberality 
from a religious 
Stand po ieee 
had it duplicated 
anarp lace damn 
front of the tem- 
ple of Jerusalem. 
2 Wings 1626-1 6 

VALUE Wao 
Hinnom—A haz 
led Judah into 
gross idolatry. 
He even revived 
Moloch of the Ammonites in the valley of Hinnom, 
and recommended it by sacrificing his own son in 
the fire of the hideous god. 2 Kings 16: 2-4. 

GATE SOF SA- 
MARIA—In the 
meantime, in the 
twelfth year ot 
Ahaz’s reign, one 
Hoshea murdered 
Pekah at Samaria 
and seized the 
throne of Israel. 
The murder was 
probably recom- 
mended by As- 
syria, to whom 
Hoshea was. to 





VALLEY OF HINNOM 


WH 





Ne ee 2 ee 
Pay a yearly GATE OF SAMARIA 
[ 130 ] 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































FALL OF SAMARIA 


feist 








PLE AL LE Or SAMA RIA 





trib ate, [ay ( AnMEnen Zege® 
which he |s™ J 
kept up for 
six years. 
Ar iOF 
SAMARIA 
(Ganip)=— 
Hoshea ap- | 
Pulve Calta: tee eee 
Sob ak ors bs 
So), king of aN 
Egypt, for help, which was promised, but the promise 
was never fulfilled, and the Assyrians, when they heard 
of it, sent a large army into Israel and they besieged 
Samaria three years. At the end of this time it fell to 
rise no more. Sargon was king of Assyria at this time, 
for Shalmaneser IV, who succeeded Tiglath-pileser, had 
died during the siege of Samaria. 2 Kings 17: 23. 
Ie, (C,, oi}. 
Mar—Most of 
the people (and all 
the higher 
Classes.) 5 Were 
carried away to 
Media and other 
remote parts of 
Assytia. Lore 
Dba comticse, 
people from 
Bun yloneeaied 
other parts were 
sent later into the 
territory of Israel 


JERUSALEM 


ta 














SAMARITANS OF SHECHEM 
[ 133 | 





THE SA CR EDe BA GLEAN TO ES shi Gales 





and the races amalgamated, regardless of color, nation- 
ality or religion. 

SAMARITANS OF SHECHEM—The result of these 
marriages is the Samaritan people, who hereafter will 
be always known by this name. A remnant of this 
amalgamated people is still to be found at Nablus 
(Shechem) and are a distinctive type to this day. 

Lions or Samarta—The Assyrians brought their 
gods with them 
and Israel, who 
jue nel Iovewel jet) 
little scruples re- 
garding idols, 
combined theirs 
with the new- 
GOnMmetisnmen lad 
brought out a 
conglomerated 
and meaningless 
religious system. 
We are told that 
the Lordsent 





SAMARITAN HIGH PRIEST lions which de- 
stroyed the wor- 


shipers, whereupon the king of Assyria sent a Jewish 
captive, priest to Samaria, who taught them “the 
law of the God of the land’”—Jehovah. 2 Kings 17: 
MOY Ss 

SAMARITAN Hicu Priest—The account represents 
them as being half idolators, “fearing the Lord and 
serving their own gods,” but later they were much 
reformed. To this day this sect supports its own 
priests and professes to keep strictly the law of Moses. 

[ 134 ] 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































LIONS OF SAMARIA 
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TEE 1IsOr SA MARTA 





THE SAMARITAN 
Scrott —T hese 
Samaritans pos- 
sess a manuscript 
of the Pentateuch, 
the most ancient 
in the world. It 
is said to have 
been written by 
the grandson of 
Eleazer, the high 
priest, who suc- 
Cecded mena ron. 
Whether it is this 


old we do not 





ITAN SCR 






OLL 


know, but it is a rare copy and is conceded by 


authorities to be of great value. 


THE SAMARITAN TEMPLE—On historic Mount Ger1- 


sete Sa é + me 


THE SAMARITAN TEMPLE 





Zima ts etiveir 
temple, if you 
could call it such, 
and the feasts are 
kept here just as 
they were in Je- 
rusalem, and all 
Lewish = cere- 
monies are ad- 
hered to, to the 
letter. 

FEAST OF THE 
PassoveEr—T he 
greatest feast 1s 
the Passover. At 
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tive people to-day. 
despised by the Jews. 


FEAST OF THE PASSOVER 


this season they 
camp here for a 
week and the 
whole service 1s 
conducted step by 
step as was done 
by Israel upon 
their exodus from 
Egypt. 
SAMARITAN 
Tyres— Not- 
withstanding 
this eathovene toma 
greedy, insolent, 
and unapprecia- 


They were originally, as now, 
In the time of Christ the Jews 


would walk miles around their territory rather than be 


guilty of setting 
foot upon it. (We 
will see more of 
their attitude 
later.) 

GiuR CHO 8 
Joun THE Bap- 
TIST—So we bid 
farewell to Sama- 
ria forever, as far 
as the Jewish 
people are con- 
cerned. smishe 
atrocities which 
have been com- 





SAMARITAN TYPES 





aeons © Pees Vi ARs A 





mitted here are aa, 
too numerous and os 
gruesome to be | eS 
mentioned. 
Drunkenness, 
gluttony, and 
murder were once 
common here, 
and in fact ithe 
first heinous 
murder recorded 
in the New Testa- 
ment was perhaps 
committed in Sa- 
maria—the be- 
heading of John the Baptist, which followed the vulgar 
dance of Salome during the drunken carousal of King 
Herod and prominent Roman officers. 









es 


CHURCH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 


THRESHING 
P00. Om OAs 
MARIA — There is 
a threshing floor 
EO-daraew ete 
Ahab’s ivory 
palace once 
stood. Lhe glut- 
tonous kings 
and reveling, 
murderous multi- 
tudes are no 
more, for Sa- 
i maria is a de- 
A serted village. 





an bp die 
THRESHING FLOOR OF SAMARI 
[ 139 ] 
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PEL #. inne 


SEREET ORV 








STREET OF 
Co_tumns — Des- 
olation reigns 
along) the street 
of columns where 
the chariot wheels 
once rumbled, 
and the populace 
did their market- 
ing. This was the 
market place in 
Herod’s day and 
these columns 
then supported a 
marble root. 


which extended from the East gate entirely across the 
city, a distance of a half mile or more, having been built 
about the same date of Herod’s temple and Caesarea. 


SAMARITAN 
Ipors—Their 
gods lie buried 
and forgotten, 
and they are 
brought to sight 
only by the pick- 
axe of the work- 
man, whose exca- 
vations are bring- 
ing many inter- 
esting stories to 
light, which ex- 
tend back to the 
founder, Omri. 


iw & 


SAMARITAN IDOLS 











THE FALL OF SAMARIA 





THE VILLAGE 
—Eventhetombs 
or Omri, Ahab, 
and nearly ascore 
of other kings 
who were buried 
Ingo am artaeare 
not pointed out 
ancetivescapital 
city is nothing 
more than a 
squalid village. 
From the days of 
Omri, its founder, 
down to Herod 





the Great there were extravagant efforts made to beau- 
tify Samaria, but in spite of them the predictions of the 
prophet have come true. 





NATIVES OF SAMARIA 


It is indeed “‘a faded flower.”’ 


NATIVES OF 
SaMARIA—The 
ina Ditantomos 
this city once re- 
veled in luxury, 
but tosday it “is 
just the opposite. 
It is difficult for 
them to keep the 
wolf from the 
door, and in all 
Palestine there is 
not to be found 
a people more 
needy. 





TH POS A CRIED PAG BAN TS OW SE ea Gales 





QUESTIONS 


Who is now king of Judah? Was he friendly to 
Israel? Where did Judah and Israel meet in battle? 
What was the result? Tell of the last days of Amaziah? 
Who was prophet in Israel in the days of Jeroboam II? 
Where was Jonah born? What did he predict to the 
king? At what seaport do we find him? Where did 
God direct him to go? Did he obey God? What 
happened to him? Did he then go to Nineveh? What 
was the result of his preaching? Who was Amos? 
Where was he born? Where did he preach? What was 
the nature of his preaching? What malady did Uzziah 
contract? Who assisted him in state matters? To 
whom had Israel been paying tribute? Who was now 
king of Assyria? What did Tiglath-pileser do when 
Israel failed to pay? Where is Assyria? With whom 
did Ahaz confederate? Who was prophet in Judah? 
What did Isaiah advise Ahaz? How did Ahaz treat his 
advice? What sacrilege did Ahaz now commit? What 
idol did he worship? Describe the god Moloch? Who 
was the last king of Israel? How did Hoshea offend 
Assyria? What was the result? Who took Samaria? 
Where were the people taken? With whom did Assyria 
colonize the country? What of the marriages and 
religion? What were these amalgamated people called? 
Do any Samaritans remain to-day? Where? How were 
the religious matters settled? Are the Jews friendly 
toward the Samaritans? Why? Where is the Samari- 
tan temple? Date B. C.? Describe modern Samaria? 


ite DEeCLINEORS|UDAH 


INTRODUCTION TO GHAPTE RMX 


Durine the reign of Jeroboam II of Israel, Amaziah 
and Uzziah were kings in Judah. Uzziah died of leprosy 
after fifty-two years, Jotham succeeded Uzziah, a rank 
idolator, whose kingdom became a tributary to Assyria 
in the third year of his reign. Jeroboam II ruled Israel 
forty-one years. Samaria, under a series of covetous 
aspirants to the throne, became the scene of high- 
handed murder, five kings having been slain in rapid 
succession by ambitious usurpers. Under Pekah 
(742 B. C.) a large number were taken captive by 
Tiglath-pileser to Nineveh. Hoshea was then appointed 
governor of Samaria, but he turned traitor to Assyria, 
and after a three years’ siege Samaria fell (722 B. C.). 
Sargon, king of Assyria, died during the siege and the 
city was really taken by Sennacherib. The captured 
Israelites were replaced by other peoples who had been 
subjugated by Assyria, and who brought with them 
their different religious peculiarities. The several 
peoples amalgamated and this resulted in a distinct 
people to be known ever afterward as the Samaritans. 
Israel lost herself in Assyria. The Samaritans to this 
day cling to Samaria (only 150 left). Judah is now 
alone, and Hezekiah succeeds his wicked father—Ahaz. 




















Cisert 


DESPAIR OF ISRAEL 


[ 145 ] 
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Philip poteau 
THE BRAZEN SERPENT 


{ 146 | 


CHAPTER XXIX 
TAESDECEINE, OF JUDAH 
2 Kings 18-24 


THE Brazen SERPENT—Hezekiah came to the throne 
of Judah in the third year of Hoshea of Samaria. He 
immediately started a reform and his kingdom pros- 
pered. Idolatry had become so general that Judah 
was even guilty of burning incense to the brazen 
serpent which 
Moses had used 
in Kadesh, and 
in his war on 
idols, Hezekiah 
broke the relic to 
pieces. 2 Kings 
18: 1-7. 

TEMPLE SITE 
—In the four- 
teenth year of 
Hezekiah’s rule, 
Sennacherib, king 
of Assyria, in- “<u 
vaded Judah TEMPLE SITE 
because they refused to pay tribute according to the 
agreement made by Ahaz. The result was that 
Hezekiah tore the gold from the doors of the temple 
to pay his fine and the back dues exacted by the 
Assyrian king. 2 Kings 18: 13-16. 

LacuisH—The Assyrian army is now encamped at 
Lachish and a committee headed by Rab-shakeh is 
sent to Hezekiah to ask the surrender of Jerusalem. 
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Heeipneaelaleyvae 
lisaraheweas 
consulted by 
the king, who 
advised him 
not to hear to 
their.de- 
mands. Heze- 
kiah this time 
acted accord- 
ingly, and the 
committee 
returmoumsso 
Vachicnrn 
Kings 18: 17 
CORO -a7e 

Toe Letrer Spreap Berore THE Lorp—Next, 
Rab-shakeh came with a letter making the request 
more threatening. Hezekiah spread the letter before 
the Lord in the temple and ee Isaiah was sent 
to instruct the king not 
to surrender, and to say 
that if he would trust 
the Lord all would be 
well. 2 Kings 19: 8-34. 

THE DeEsTROYING 
ANGEL—“‘And it came to 
pass that night that the 
angel of the Lord went 
out and smote the camp 
of the Assyrians, and one 
hundred and_ fourscore 





LACHISH 





THE LETTER SPREAD BERO 
and five thousand per- THE LORD ae 
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THE DESTROYING ANGEL 
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ished. When men 
rose up early in 
the morning, be- 
hold, these were 
all dead bodies. 
So Sennacherib, 
king of Assyria, 
departed and re- 
turned to Nine- 
Velen 2 Kings 


TO29'5-30: 
IDE euVatael xen: 
SENNACHERIB— 





“And it came’ to 
pass as Sennache- 
rib was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, 
that Adrammelech and Sharezer, his sons, smote him 
with a sword, and they escaped into the land of 
Armenia. And Esar-haddon, his son, reigned in his 
Stead ame eingssl Oe 37. 

Map—Berodach-Baladan, king of Babylon, fearful of 
Assyria, and Beaune to gain fic assistance of Judah, 
took occa- 
sion to visit 
Hezekiah 
with a pres- 
ent during a 
£ severe spell 
Mol ecioalittt™ DESERT Se eae wa OL sickness 

a oe at \ | of the lat- 
S| ter. But if 


DEATH OF SENNACHERIB 


ASIA MINOR 


EMT. HOR 


I reine °, \ per sian) et GZ k i a h 


fyelath 





had any 
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sae ‘’ 
UPPER POOL OF GIRON 








disposition to as- 
sist Babylon the 
Opportunicy. 
never came, for 
soon after this the 
Babylonian king 
was defeated and 
driven from his 
capital. 2 Kings 
POE, TIC 
Uprrer Poor 
oF GIHON— 
Isaiah’s counsel 
to Hezekiah has 


thus far been 


valuable indeed. But already the prophet has hinted 
that really Babylon is the power to be feared (verse 
17). The king therefore begins to fortify the city, 


and to carry the 
water from pools 
outside the city 
through aque- 
ducts to the in- 
side. 

Poot or Heze- 
KIAH — He is be- 
lieved to have 
brought water to 
this pool (now 
called the pool of 
Hezekiah) from 
the “upper pool” 
outside the city. 


Le 


POOL OF HEZEKIAH 








OB EODECEIUNE OF JD AT 





JERUSA- 
LEM FRom 
550° Ut 
EAST — 
But the 
main part be, 
of Jerusa- 4 Som 


lem oar c h e€ i SOLOMON'S = 


PALACE 


WIWYHdS JO YIMOL 


old city— 
lay to the 
southeast 
on the hill 
Ophal. On 
the east of A 
this hill = 
outsidethe 
wall is another copious spring called Gihon. 

Tue Vircin’s Sprinc—The spring to-day is called 
thememsy. tr oinges 
Hounraineaeelt 
was skillfully 
sealed and a con- 
duit was bored 
through the stony 
hill (underground 
all the way) to 
another pool 
which Hezekiah 
constructed in- 
side the city walls, 
more than seven- 
teen hundred feet 


Peps 3 NH 
AVE ws 

NUN 

: es’ 


















Ye 
Zins ROL 


JERUSALEM FROM SOUTHEAST 





THE VIRGIN’S SPRING from Gihon. 
[ 153 ] 
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POOL OF SILOAM 


[ee Ouy MP mile 
LoaAaM—The in- 
side pool was not 
named, but now 
itis called Siloam, 
and in Jesus’ day 
it was associated 
with the healing 
of a blind man 
who was directed 
to “go wash in the 
pool of Siloam” 
after Jesus had 
anointed his 
blinded eyes with 


clay. This is the pool of Siloam as it appears today. 
Aquepuct—The conduit leading from the spring 
to the pool was lost sight of for centuries, but about 


forty years ago 
it was discov— 
ered by some of 
the courageous 
members of the 
American colony. 
This picture was 
made not far 
back of the rear 
of the “Virgin’s 
Fountain,” and 
as you Can see is 
very spacious at 
this particular 
place. 
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SMALL “PART 
OF CHANNEL— 
SOMemeparts sol 
the conduit or 
tunnel are only 
large enough to 
acini tarde in a 1 
crawling through. 
The party who 
first discovered 
the channel al- 
most despaired of 
getting through 
ates but =per- 
sistence brought 





SMALL PART OF CHANNEL 








them safely to the other end, which they found to be 


the pool of Siloam. 


Larcer Parr—Other parts are spacious cham- 





LARGER PART 


bers, which it 1s 
believed housed 
many Jews in the 
days of the Ro- 
man persecution. 
Just why the size 
isof suchirregular 
proportions we do 
not know, but it is 
supposed that 
the larger part 
was necessary 
frome ae, Oust 
the loosened 
rocks. 
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WHERE THE WORKMEN MET 


WHERE THE 
WorkMEN MET 
= Lhewcoursesor 
the tunnel is in 
the form of an 
irregular S. The 
workmen began 
at each end and 
working toward 
each other, met 
about midway at 
this points so 
states an inscrip- 
tion on the walls 
of the tunnel here. 


Tue Siroam Inscription—This is the inscription 
which narrates the story. The remarkable part of it is, 
how, without modern engineering instruments they 
ever calculated so accurately, for the tunnel wound 
around the little valleys and hills until it reached the 
pool inside the old city walls. Siloam is not, therefore, 


EN jeter ayer lelihe 2) 
pool, which is fed 
from the “‘Vir- 
gin’s Spring” by 
means of the un- 
derground chan- 
nel just described, 
and still operates 
fis cease ceca 
originally in the 
days of Hezekiah, 
King of Judah. 


THE “SILOAM INSCRIPTION” ..A uw 


Rieactor, Was out on the vol of the conduit 





Pirate Vu. 





THE SILOAM INSCRIPTION 
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Kine’s GARDEN 
—The outlet of 
Siloam is just be- 
low, where the 
water is used to 
ieee ape llc 
“King’s gardens” 
and to this day 
it is the most 
productive gar- 
den about the 
Holye City. the 
garden was first 
mentioned by 
Solomon, and 





KING’S GARDEN 





we can be sure his tables were often spread with the 


produce of this little field. 


JerusaLeM—SoutH Si1pE—The present walls are 





JERUSALEM—SOUTH SIDE 


on the brink of 
the hill, but once 
they extended 
south from the 
temple enclosure 
and took in the 
hillside rather 
than the hilltop 
ecm ati gee telliics 
day. 
JERUSALEM— 
All the north part 
of the city was on 
the outside of the 
walls, until the 





AEE SeAsC RUET De PAALG, BesoNe i sOi eel) Pike er agGalies 





time of Christ 
Om BED O:5 SinDAnY, 
late 

Mount ZIon 
—Hezekiah died 
at the age of fifty- 
four, having ruled 
Judah for twenty- 
me Geaes (2 
@hronm2ocm=2)s 
ism arcvome| 
problems were 
dificult of solu- 
tion, but by the 
wise counsel of 
Isaiah the prophet, he was enabled to do honor to 
his country and is chronicled as one of the great 
kings of Jerusalem. ‘He was buried in the chiefest of 
the sepulchres of 
the sons of David, 
and the people 
of Jerusalem did 
him honor at his 


death.” 2 Chron. 
32: 33: 

DEFEAT OF 
ManasseEH—The 
longest reign of 
any Jewish king 
was that of Ma- 






JERUSALEM 





Hezekiah (fifty- x Lae: oe. 
five years). But MOUNT ZION 
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Zo) UDO 


MANASSEH 


| SD | 
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strange to say he 
was just the op- 
posite of his father 
in matters of both 
state and religion. 
He promoted idol- 
atry and fairly 
courted war with 
Assyria, who was 
not slow to step 
into the arena. 
MANASSEH’S 
Ipor—A gain he 
compelsus to stand 
in the valley of 
Hinnom, where he 
revived the god ot 
the Ammonites— 
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DEFEAT OF MANASSEH 





Moloch—and like 
the heartless 
Ahaz, sacrificed 
his own children 
by burning them 
alive in the fire 
god of Gehenna. 
Oe Chr0n833 20. 
A RiRE SLO & 
ManasseH—The 
anger of the Lord 
Wide alain erd 
against Manasseh 
and the Assyrians 
were permitted 
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to seize him. He 
was tortured by 
them and they 
bound him in fet- 
ters and carried 
him to Babylon, 
where he was 
incarcerated for 
some time. 2 
Girone) 3 ata. 

RerorMaTion or Manassen—Manasseh became 
very humble, and from his future actions was truly 
pentitent. He gave himself to constant and earnest 
prayer, whereupon he was brought back to Jerusalem 
and returned to his throne. Manasseh verified his 
sincerity by destroying the idols he had made and 
restoring the temple worship to the place it had in his 
fathersiday seo. @hrone 33sec. 

Tower An- 
TonIA—Thereign 
of Amon, son of 
Manasseh, was 
fortunately of 
only two years 
duration, It was 
uneventful, par- 
ticularl yeas to 
state affairs. He 
was slain by a 
servant and was 
SuCcced cd apy 
Josiah, his son, 
who became the ‘TOWER ANTONIA 
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REFORMATION OF MANASSEH 








E 


REPAIRING THE TEMPL 
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prince of reformers. Josiah reigned thirty-one years, 
and restored the religious system more nearly to 
comply with the Law of Moses than it had been at any 
Pivicme oe In oss2 Wal o- 20. 

REPAIRING THE TEMPLE—The temple was badly in 
need of repairs, and Josiah gave it his first attention. 
His high priest Hilkiah employed laborers whom he 
paid in silver gathered by free will offerings, and the 
work progressed rapidly. 2 Kings 22: 3-7. 

THE Boox— in 
While prosecut- @9 = 
ing the work, 
Hilkiah found a 
book (which is 
believed to have 
been the Penta- 
teuch or at least 
Deuteronomy ) 
among the ruins 
which were being 
restored. He at 
once took it to 
the king, who, 
Bs geal es le Te 
was overcome with interest. 2 Kings 22: 8-9. 

SHapHAN Reaps THE Boox—Shaphan the scribe 
was requested to read the book to the king, who dis- 
covered that it was the “Book of the Law.” Josiah 
was so happy that he rent his clothes. He asked 
the Lord’s guidance concerning the book and what his 
duty regarding it should be. 2 Kings 22: 10-13. 

Hutpau—The scribes sought Huldah, a prophetess, 
who predicted that though Judah’s destruction was 
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SHAPHAN READS THE BOOK 


SUre CO 
come in 
the near 
future, yet 
if Josiah 
would di- 
rect his re- 
Mia eas 
policy, 
consistent 
with the 
words of 
the book, 
thats 


desolation would not come in his day, and “that he 
would be brought to his grave in peace.” 2 Kings 


BIO)G SM ORSy 


Jostan Destroys THE Ipots—Josiah then read the 
book to the people, who said, Amen. Then a wholesale 
and complete destruction was visited upon all idols of 
every kind. They were piled in the Kidron valley and 
burned, and the ashes were carried to Bethel, where 


Jeroboam once 
set up a golden 
Galt «28k nies 
OTS le 

Jewiso CEemMeE- 
jer Sale chugs 
up the bones 
from the Jewish 
Cemetery on the 
sides ot Olivet 


and burned them 





OYS TEER DOES 














i ectocttontiin 











HULDAH 


[ 167 ] 








PED CS LIEN EO Koy U DAH 





where 
heathen 
idols once 
vba capronts is 
which ac- 
cording 
to the 
GSE iwrin 
beliefs, 
GEeEsace- 
Gimastie c 
the place 
forever. 
HILL oF 
OFFENSE 
—At this 
time the heathen temples and houses of Solomon’s 
foreign wives stood on the Mount of Olives. These 
: were all totally 
destroyed by Jo- 
siah and dead 
men’s bones were 
strewn all over 


the hill. 2 Kings 
227 AQ-1 4. 
TopHETH— Jo- 
siah_ particularly 
mentions that he 
destroyed Top- 
heth, where the 
god Moloch stood, 
and defiled the 
valley of Hin- 





JEWISH CEMETERY 
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nom and the 
barbarous wor- 
ship of the hide- 
ous god was never 
revived again. 
O Kingcw seule: 
Mar—Necho 
of Egypt had now 
started with his 
army to invade 
Assyria. As he 
passed through 
TOPHETH Judah, J osiah 
pursued him as 
ies orale ee 
Megiddo. Ne- 
Chom Gucned 
upon him, and 
ae \hOGial s 
troops became 











scattered the 2 on 
. ° ] f oDothan ¥ aJabesh Gilead 
king h imse ] f iy) RY Ophrah Tirzah ® oMahanaim 
was claine He WR : ates 
[ Uf ye a! ophileh Py Ramet eth Leer 
was brought Sas 
y BETHEL ; Ru ai 
back to Jerusa- Uy fae aterse "3 ig % 
$ LI Ty, (fS Zoraho Mizpeh .° LL & SY oHeshbon a 
lem ray ee ONAN (sam fe ime, Ey 2) ea 
iot and buried ALL fe opin pasar Teh all APOE ES 
AB Kok Egion HEBRONO 
iy Socoho ° ioe 


in his own sep- 
ulchre. 2 Kings 
AQE PCRVO: 
SREB Ty 
JERUSALEM— 
INSevo hos ete 
| 7@ || 


a 
a 
rea) 
x 
& 
x 





lyye-ha-Abarumo 


























CAPTURE OF JEHOAHAZ 


| Al |, 








Poa GistN EO | U-DAH 





assault upon the 
Assyrians failed; 
and when the 
Bgyptian re- 
turned to Jerusa- 
lem he seized 
fehoahaze(|o- 
siah’s son who 
was king), and 
replaced him by 
another son of 
Josiah, Eliakim, 
whose name was 
changed to Jehoi- \ et 
akim, and Necho STREET IN JERUSALEM 
obtained a heavy tribute. 2 Kings 23: 33-35. 
CAPTURE OF JEHOAHAZ—It was only three months 
after Jehoahaz was crowned king that he was driven 
a captive before Pharaoh—Necho’s army into Egypt. 
Josiah had left a cleansed religion as a heritage for his 
son and now within three months after his death 
eras had forsaken it all and re-established idolatry. 
So TE No prophet 
| is necessary 
to predict 
(ere elie 
end of Ju- 
eo | dah is nigh 
| ee ea See | at hand, 
remak s : even at her 
OO, 2 
Kiinesm23. 
MAP 33: 
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NMArp— Events ing thes Base atat nice sities OoomlsaG@s) 
were changing rapidly. Babylon subdued Assyria and 
suddenly became the great power. Nebuchadnezzar, 
the crown prince, having a score to settle with Necho, 
advanced into 
Egypt, and Judah, 
who had _hereto- 
fore paid tribute 
to Egypt, is now 
compelled to make 
payments to the 
Babylonian gov- 
ernment. 

First Captivity 
or JupAH— Jehoi- 
achin ascended the 
throne of Judah 
and dared to defy 
Babylon by refus- 
TS jel? Oe y= 
ments of tribute, 
whereupon Nebuchadnezzar took the Holy City, and 
carried some ten thousand prisoners to Babylon. 
Among them was Ezekiel and the king himself, who 
served in-prison for many years. 2 Kings 24: 8-16. 





FIRST CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH 


QUESTIONS 


Who was king of Judah when Samaria fell? Was 
Hezekiah a reform king? What did Sennacherib do to 
Judah? How did Hezekiah pay the tribute exacted? 
What did the Assyrians then demand? Did Hezekiah 
surrender? What did the prophet Isaiah have to do 
with it? What happened to the Assyrian army? 
Describe the death of Sennacherib? Where? Who did 
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Isaiah predict would conquer Assyria? ~ Who then 
should Hezekiah fear? What precautions did he 
follow? Is there a pool of Hezekiah to-day? From 
where did he bring water into the lower city? Is the 
aqueduct still existing? With what pool does it 
connect? Was Hezekiah’s rule a success? Who 
reigned longer than any Jewish king? Length of rule? 
In what religion did Manasseh indulge? By whom was 
he taken prisoner? Did he repent? Was his repentance 
sincere? What proof? Who was the real reform king? 
Tell about finding a book? What was the book? 
How did it affect Josiah? What prophetess advised 
Josiah? After reading the book what did Josiah do 
with all idols? How did he defile places of heathen 
worship? What did he do to the heathen temples on 
Olivet? What did he do to Moloch? How did Josiah 
meet his death? Where? By whom? Who took 
Johoahaz to Egypt? Into whose hands had Assyria 
fallen? Who was head of the Babylonian army? 
To where did Nebuchadnezzar now turn his attention? 
To whom does Judah now pay tribute? What Judean 
king refuses this tribute? What happened to Jehoia- 
chin? How many prisoners were taken with him? 
What great prophet was among the captives? What 
treatment did Jehoiachin receive? 





Piper AVIA OPS ERUSALE IM 


INTRODUCTION® TO°CHAPA TRO Oes 


HezexiauH came to the throne of Judah mid stormy 
days. Assyria had taken Samaria and Ahaz obligated 
himself to a heavy tribute, which compelled Hezekiah 
to tear the gold from the temple doors to pay. Isaiah 
persuaded the king not to pay any more and predicted 
that Assyria would soon be swallowed up by Babylon. 
Hezekiah fortified Jerusalem and brought into it an 
abundance of water to be used in case of a siege. 
Manasseh succeeded Hezekiah and proved to be a 
worse king than Ahaz. Josiah was the real reformer. 
He completely destroyed all idols and desecrated all 
places of idol worship. He met his death in battle with 
the Egyptian Necho at Megiddo. His son Jehoahaz 
was carried into Egypt three months later, and Jehoia- 
kim placed in his stead. He was king eleven years and 
was succeeded by Jehoiachin, who flatly refused to pay 
tribute to Babylon, and three months later was carried 
away by Nebuchadnezzar to the banks of the Eu- 
phrates, together with a large number of the best 
people of Jerusalem. 
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THE FALL OF JERUSALEM 


JERUSALEM 
— Zedekiah, 
uncle of Je 
hotachiuns 
was then ap- 
pointed king 
of Judah by 
Biaibiyelo ne 
Zedekiah at- 
tempted to 
follow the 
poltcvercs 





2 Kings 25—Daniel 1-6 





JERUSALEM 


Jehoiachin and immediately Jerusalem was besieged. 
Starvation and terror reigned inside the walls. It is said 
that men and women fed upon their children. 

Fatt or JeRusALEM—The walls were breached 


WALL—EAST SIDE 
[ 181 ] 





by the battering 
rams of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and 
after a siege of 
many months, in 
the dead of night, 
the Babylonian 
army marched 
intomthemouby. 
Dalingsed sa ta3: 

WaLt_—E AST 
SrpE-The Judean 
army with the 
king escaped 
through a secret 
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and unprotected 
passage of the 
wall, and reached 
the wilderness of 
Judea, as David 
had done before 
Absalom. 2 Kings 
Qe 

RiptaH—Zed- 
ekiah’s army be- 
came _ scattered, 
and the Babylon- 
ians pursued the 
king to the plains 
of Jordan, where 
he was captured and taken to Riblah, the headquarters 
of Nebuchadnezzar. 2 Kings 25: 5-6. 

MurbER 
OF SONS OF 
ZEDEKIAH— 
Zico era 
was carried 
in chains to 
Babylon. 
But before 
they started 
with him, 
he was com- 
pelledsto 
stand by and 
see his sons 
mundereds 





RIBLAH 





a Be < eeal ~~ ‘ nei ld celexa 


and then MURDER OF SONS OF ZEDEKIAH 
[ 182 ] 
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Pipe ALOK JERUSALEM 





after witnessing this atrocity his own eyes were put 
out by the enemy (verse 7). 

DEsTRUCTION oF JERUSALEM—A _ month later 
Nebuchadnezzer came to Jerusalem and totally de- 
molished it—temple, houses, and walls. Every portable 
thing was taken away, even the brass pillars and 
molten sea were broken to pieces and carried as junk 
to Babylon. 2 Kings 25: 8-17. 

NaTIveEs CARRIED 
To Basyton—All the 
better class of people 
were taken to Babylon. 
The chief priest and 
his attendants were 
DUtitomdeath. “But 
Jeremiah, the great 
prophet, at that time 
in prison, was released 
by the captain of the 
guard and was given 
his choice either to go 
of his own volition or 
remain in Judah. He 





chose to remain, for — Natives CARRIED TO BABYLON 
only the poor and i 


afflicted were left in the razed land as vine dressers 
and husbandmen, and he was doubtless necessary to 
them in their misery and dejection. 
Mizpan—Jerusalem having been razed to the ground, 
the capital was moved to Mizpah (four miles north) and 
one Gedaliah was appointed governor by the Babylonian 
government. Immediately the Trans-Jordanian peoples 
came apparently to congratulate Gedaliah, but one Ish_ 
if eS) | 
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mael sprang upon 
thenew officer and 
slew him, hoping 
thereby to take 
charge of Judah 
himself. 2 Kings 
ONS DDD 
Map—The 
Jews, fearing 
that they would 
be accused of 
the murder, fled 
into Egypt, and 
forced Jeremiah 
to go with them. 
Except for some traditional stories, they are never heard 
of again and it is presumed that Jeremiah died in the 
land of Pharaoh, for which he had never had any love. 
ANATHOTH 


i), AT. JAGOK \\Y 
—The stor Vi of nee 
4 ezreel 
Lyell Mizpeh 


the last days of ! i ee 
Judah would not 


Demcommylete 





MIZPAH 





osabesh clea’ 


= 
Timnath i th Karkar 


without an out- nie c= ee. 
. . J fh ; acti An WwW 
line of the life of Uy Rae hae 
4) ¢ De. Sv Zorah ° 
Jeremiah, “who | Wy) gta a oases aE Zino 


1/ AMORITES 





from being of no 
AC COU tesa card 
prophet, came 
to be considered 
the greatest of 
them all, and 
was spoken of as 
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steep hop ire tsa 
(johnei 72 1)e) Ele 
was born at Ana- 
thoth, five miles 
northwest of 
Jerusalem. 
JeremiAH—He 
was active during 
the reform of Jo- 
siah. He was a 
Diaines powen 
Dromiicn, lake 
loved the temple 
but did not deify 
it. He loved the 





ANATHOTH 


people but did not hesitate to predict their fate and to 
warn them of the danger of their misconduct. 
Jeremran’s Grorro—lIt is said that Jeremiah resided 





JEREMIAH’S GROTTO 


in a cliff just out- 
side the present 
north wall of 
Jerusalem, and 
here most of his 
Watcha aS 
done. Whether 
he chose this 
cave as his home 
or used it as a 
hiding place we 
do not know, but 
to this day it 1s 
called ‘‘Jer- 


emiah’s Grotto.” 
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Ter kinc 
Destroys JER- 
EMIAH’s WRIT- 
INGS—Jere- 
miah had pre- 
dicted *theseap= 
ture of Jehoi- 
achin and that 
he would never 
Pentel eles 
book of scath- 
ing denuncia- 
* tions was read 

to Jehoiachin, 

whereupon the 
king had it cut to pieces and burned to ashes, and the 
prophet cast into prison, the latter thing having occurred 
many times before. 

Barucu—Baruch, 
the faithful scribe, read 
and wrote for Jeremiah 
and accompanied him 
at all times. 

BarucuH THE ScrIBE 
—Baruch became quite 
a teacher on his own ac- 
count and often read to 
the people, andexhorted 
them with almost as 
much eloquence as the 
prophet himself, and 
was held in highest 
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esteem by Judah. BARUCH THE SCRIBE 
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JeRusALEM Prison 
— Zedekiah’s alliance 
with Egypt had been 
denounced by Jeremiah 
(and Ezekiel as well), 
and during the siege he 
often begged the king 
tarvsuirenderss but the 
populace arose against 
him and had him 
arrested, putting him 
first in prison, then ina 
dungeon, and finally in 
a well, from which 
Zedekiah delivered 


him. 





JERUSALEM PRISON 


JeremiaH AT Mizpan—His fame and teaching spread 
everywhere, and even Nebuchadnezzar favored him and 





gave the prophet 
his choice either 
to go or remain. 
Eleichosestore- 
main with the 
poor and was ap- 
pointed advisor to 
Gedaliah at Miz- 
pah, and contin- 
ued his work 
until the murder 
of the governor. 

ScCENEIN Ecypr 
—Then, as pre- 


SCENE IN EGYPT viously seen, he 
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was forced by his friends to accompany them in their 
flight to Egypt where he is lost to us forever. Buta 
prophet like Jeremiah will never be forgotten. Men of 
high ideals and the courage of their convictions live on. 
EzeEKIEL THE PropHet—Ezekiel, also a great and 
outstanding prophet, fortunately was taken to Babylon. 
Jeremiah had created a conscience and begotten hope 
in many who had been captured, as well as in those who 
_— — remained, 
e and Ezekiel 
continued 
this work in 
Babylon. 
So the Jews 
there, though 
separated 
from Jerusa- 
lem, contin- 
ued to look 
forward to a 
Detterm day 
and a time 
when they 
should re- 
turn to the 
Holy Land and the sacred precincts of God’s house. 
Tue Star or Hops—In his famous vision of the 
“Valley of Dry Bones,” Ezekiel foretells the revival of 
the nation and the restoration of the Holy City with 
its glorious temple, which, now that it has been destroyed 
and they cut oif from its privileges, is more revered 
than ever. This vision was to leracl a starlof hope 
which stood high upon the western horizon. 
[194] 
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Group or Jews—It does not appear that the exiled 
Jews were harshly dealt with. It seems that they had 
considerable liberty, lived in their own homes, had 
servants, and engaged in business. Jeremiah had urged 
them to be content in their exile. Some took part in 
matters of state, and even Jehoiachin was finally re- 
leased from prison. Some, of course, who did not 
comply with national ge “War 5 ee ee 
regulations, were 3 . , 
handled as perhaps 
any native who 
might have dis- 
obeyed the king’s 
orders. 

By THE RIVERs oF 
BasyLton—But they 
were in a_ strange 
land, separated from 
the Holy Temple and 
the things they 
loved most. They 
were heartbroken. ™™ ——— 

When the Babylon- ee PA 

ians asked them to sing one of their songs of Zion, they 
refused. They hung their harps on the willows bv the 
rivers of Babylon and refused to sing. They cried: 
“Tf I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget 
her cunning. Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth, if I remember thee not; if I prefer not Jerusalem 
above my chief joy.” (Psalm 137). 

TaBLet, Recentty UNEARTHED—Of what happened 
during their years in Babylon little is known, but the 
stories of Daniel and Esther give us some excellent 

[ 197 ] 








T HEY SAG RE De PAG EAN a Ol a EE ae 





glimpses, and may serve as an index to a part 
of it. 

This picture is taken from a carving unearthed 
in Babylon and represents the timid approach of the 
Jewish captives to the authorities of that country. 
Whatever liberties they may have enjoyed, they were 
constantly scrutinized and compelled to walk in strict- 
est accordance with the laws of the land of their exile. 

CHART OF 
BABYLON— 
Babylon was 
located on 
both sides of 
the Euphra- 
tes, and was 
surrounded 
by walls ag- 
Oregatin? 
Nyon Cat han 
fifty miles in 
circumfer- 
ence. They 





TABLET, RECENTLY UNEARTHED are said to 
have been 


eighty-five feet thick and in places over three hundred 
feet high, and the city had more than one hundred 
gates of brass. The places shown outside the walls 
were palaces, public buildings and libraries, particularly 
Birs-Nemroud to the southwest. At the place marked 
Kasr the palace of Nebuchadnezzar was located, and 
at Mujelibe was the great temple where a mound 
nearly one hundred feet high still remains, and extensive 
excavations are being made at this time. 
[ 198 ] 
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Baxsyton In HER GLtory—Babylon was the greatest 
city of ancient times and its famous hanging garden 
was one of the “Seven wonders of the world.” The city 
is first mentioned. in Gen. II: I-9, in connection with 
the attempted building of a tower that should reach up 
to heaven. . pecs 


G O d res i : - Mohawill aay 








buked such 
ambitions 
by the con- 
Pwstone OF 
tongues and 
from this 
occurrence 
we have the 
name of the 





“BABYLON 


FoIMAyANg, 


& 
boop 
Al Hy a 






a Tahimassis 





city of Bab- 2 

y lon , t he os Hilla 

Hebrew of oF 
a h i c h i S | ; Scale of Miles. 
Berne lee nee os ree at 


CHART OF BABYLON 
the course 


of its existence the city was greatly enriched by plunder 
from every country of the ancient world. The picture 
is the artist’s conception of the great Babylon in the 
day of Nebuchadnezzar and as the captive Jews 
saw it. 

The most perfectly preserved relic of Babylon’s 
former splendor is this tower, 39 feet high as it stands 
to-day, called Isthar. The surface was adorned 
with bulls and dragons in relief, once beautifully 
enameled in white and yellow on a bright blue back- 
ground. It must have been much higher originally 
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since it was evi- 
dently a tower at 
one of the eastern 
gates in the days 
when Babylon 
was in) her 
glory. 

SITE OF Basy- 
Lon—But Baby- 
lon is no more. 
Whereas, once 
this Euphrates 
witnessed a 
teeming popu- 
lation of merry- 
makers whose 
revelry in this 
day would rival 
night life on 






























Broadway, it is 
now a scene of 
desolation. Ex. 
cept for the ar- 
cheologist it 
would have no 
visitors to-day, 
and even to him 
the half-savage 





SITE OF BABYLON 
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NEL ROS 
MmeKesitem 
burden. 

BeeRese— 
NEMROUD 
—This is 
Birs-Nem- 
roud where 
the most 
interesting ©& oe 
(Se ee BIRS-NEMROU 
been made. Those mounds were once covered with 
great buildings, one of which, it is certain, was the 
library. No great city in history has been so completely 
swept into oblivion as Babylon. 

THE CapTurED JEws—It was when Babylon was at 
the zenith of her glory that the captive Jews from 
Jerusalem were brought in. They were weary and 
dejected from the thousand-mile trip and must have 

: appeared much as 
the artist suggests 
here. Among them 
were Ezekiel, Daniel, 
and other notables 
from the Holy City, 
shining examples for 
any age. 

Daniet—Daniel was 
a young man of noble 
ancestry and highly 
favored physically 
and intellectually. 
DANIFL ~ Moreover, he was 
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deeply devoted to his religion and greatly con- 
cerned about setting the right example. One of 
the first problems he had to face in Babylon was: 
What course shall I pursue if called upon to act 
contrary to God’s will? How shall I advise my 
people? 
Four Prominent Captives—Very soon the king 
mececenrrmpeea-nneagor : wished a 
number of 
nals: TANGY! 
likely cap- 
Eves Eo 
take a cer- 
tain three- 
year course 
Of stuay. 
and among 
thismelass 
were Daniel 
a ne dashes 
= three com- 
SS See panions, 
FOUR PROMINENT CAPTIVES Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-Nego. During this time food 
was served that the Jews considered improper to 
eat and these four youths refused to partake 
of it. But they thrived so well on their diet of 
pulse and water that the keeper did not report 
Gnemeee Wane 
DaNIEL THE INTERPRETER—Charms, sorcery, and 
dreams entered materially into the religion of the 
Babylonians. Once when Nebuchadnezzar had a 
disturbing dream he called in his interpreters, but they 
[ 206 | 
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failed to interpret 
it. But when 
Daniel was called 
he not only inter- 
preted the forgot- 
ten dream, but 
first told the king 
what it was. 
Though the inter- 


pretation pre- 
dicted the over- DANIEL THE INTERPRETER 





throw of his kingdom, Nebuchadnezzar was so impressed 
that he was ready to worship Daniel. He made him an 
officer of highest rank, and gave his three companions 
splendid positions also. Dan. 2. 
THE Gotpen Imace—In the meantime, Nebuchad- 
nezzar had 
PETS — lsat made a great 
ee Soldenmiin 
age, and de- 
manded that 
every sub- 
‘ject, regard- 
less .of race 
or religion, 
should fall 
down and 
worship it 
under the 
penalty of 
being cast 
into a fiery 


THE GOLDEN IMAGE furnace. But 
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in spite of this terrible prospect Daniel’s three friends 
refused to worship the image. Dan. 3: 1-12. 

Tue Fiery Furnace—When the king was apprized 
of the fact he was furious, but he gave them another 
chance, and when they refused to obey this time, he 
had them committed to the flames. But it was with 
reluctance and foreboding that he did so, for his oath 
must stand, right or wrong. Dan. 3: 13-23. 
= ONELIKE 
UNTO THE 
Son oF GoD 
| —Early the 
next morn- 
ing the king 
» arose and 
} when he 

, found that 
the three 
“41 Jews had 
¢4 been pre- 
served, and 
that there 

: W tau ane 
ONE LIKE UNTO THE SON OF GOD fourth per- 
son, one 
like unto a son of the gods, he gave them their freedom 
and demanded that no disparaging word should ever be 
said regarding the Hebrews’ God. Then the three were 
again promoted. Dan. 3:3°24-30. 

DaniEL anD NeEsucHADNEZZAR— Nebuchadnezzar 
had another dream and again Daniel was summoned. 
The king, mote troubled this time than before, told the 
dream to the young prophet in the presence of the 
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“great men” 
of the king- 
dom. Dan. 
A: 1-18. 
THE FINAL 
MESSAGE— 
Daniel was 
speechless 
for a while 
as he gave 
Crattre f ual 





thought to 

the dream, 

and chien 

finally he 

gave the DANIEL AND NEBUCHADNEZZAR 

interpretation. A terrible thing was to happen to the 
great mon- 
Bel Ni aN) 
Dia nice 
was bold 


enough to 
recommend 
the course 
ethe king 
should pur- 
sue. Dan. 
IAG MNO 
NE BU- 
CHADNEZ- 
ZAR’S FATE 
: —The king- 
THE FINAL MESSAGE dioummeditvd 
(eit | 
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indeed depart from Nebuchadnezzar. He seems to have 
suffered “with acute mania, which in its extreme forms, 
exhibits all kinds of degraded habits. . . . The patient 
often is more like a wild animal than a human being. 
These extreme symptoms are seen most frequently in 
Casesi wihicliiteco vet, mmm anme, so osa 7 

BeELSsHAzzAr’sS FEast—During the reign of Belshaz- 
zar, a great feast was given to a thousand of his lords 
and members of 
his own house. 
Up to this time 
it appears that 
they had never 
desecrated the 
vessels of gold 
which Nebu- 
chadnezzar had 
taken from the 
temple in Jeru- 
salem, but during this drunken carousal Belshazzar had 
them brought out and served wine in them to the 
women who were in attendance. Dan. 5: 1-4. 

Mystertous Hanpwritinc—As they drank from the 
holy vessels, their “toasts” were to the gods of Babylon. 
But at that moment consternation seized them. Great 
blazing: letters appeared upon the wall of the banquet 
hall and the hilarious feasters were frightened sober. 
The astrologers and soothsayers were brought in, but 
they were not able to read the words nor interpret 
their meaning. Dan. 5: 5-10. 

DanteL Interprets THE Writinc—The queen had 
remembered Daniel the Jew, and recommended that 
the king send for him at once. This was done and 
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Daniel promptly y.. 


read the writing 
and gave its 
meaning. Viz.: 
Cm Godshath 
numbered thy 
kingdom, and 
finished it.” (2) 
ee DeO Ul Mean. t 
weighed in the 
balances and 


art found wanting.” 
given to the Medes and Persians.” 





DANIEL INTERPRETS THE WRITING 


(3) “Thy kingdom is divided and 
ID Evie BB TO. 


Fatt or Basy_ton — Daniel was immediately re- 


stored to high position, 


but this did not stay the 


king’s doom. The city was even then surrounded by 
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hordes ofthe 
Medes and 
Persians 
Ted bya@y- 
rus, Lhe 
mutinous 
Babylon 
ians threw 
open the 
hundred 
wpates of 
brass .and 
cheese t. 
est city in 
the world 
was taken 
with little 
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effort, and 
Belshazzar 
Was Slaine 
| Danes ase: 
| Daingieen 
, PROMOTED— 
Dias ais 
ig said to have 
takengthe 
| throne (Dan. 
| 6:1). When 
he reorgan- 
=ized the 
= kingdom, 
ee I Daniel be- 
DANIEL PROMOTED pres INKS 
chief counsel and was given the highest position in 
the new gov- 
ernment. 
Danko: 
DANIEL, 
MAN OF 
PRAYER— 
Uhistaction 
naturally 
displeased 
the native 
members of 
the king’s 
Cabinet, 
since Daniel 
WEIS Eb dieyes 








eigner. But DANIEL, MAN OF PRAYER 
| ike | 


























































































































DANIEL COMMITTED TO LIONS 
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in his promotion Daniel never forgot the Holy City 
and the poor in Palestine, and three times each day 
he prayed with his window open toward Jerusalem. 
This gave his jealous enemies an idea as to how they 
might dispose of the successful Jew, and they were not 
slowsto cathy 10 out, Dan.o: 4-11: 

DeatH DeEcREE OF THE Kinc—The king was per- 
suaded to sign and seal a document which provided 
“that who- ; 
soever shall-@ ee 
ask a peti- & ee 
tion of any | . 
god or man 
FOnmae hf ty, 
days save of 
thee,O King, 
he shall be 
cast into a 
den of lions.” 
This of Be ¥a 
course would - == = 
catch Dan- 225 
tole Dane meee 
Te Ge 

DanteEL CommitteD to Lions—But it did not 
affect the program of the man of God. He continued 
to pray daily as he had been wont to do, and this was 
the thing his enemies had been watching for. Caught 
in the very act of violating the king’s orders, he was 
arrested, convicted and cast into the den of lions. 

Tue ANGEL’s Vistr—God sent his angel to protect 
Daniel (verse 22) and no harm came to him. How often 
have we been thus protected against the wild beasts 
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tiva te iiikkes Go Un 
environment? 
Our chief fight is 
not against flesh 
and blood. 

A SLEEPLESS 
Nicut—The king 
Sintec feaaenvo le 
that night than 
nics piso mene 
“He went to his 
palace and passed 
the night fasting; 
neither were 
instruments of 
music brought before him: and his sleep fled from him.” 
He not only felt that he was punishing an innocent 
eal ban) 18) (uy te 
that he had 
fallen a prey + 
to -jealous | 
tricksters at 
the very out- 
SE Or Inne 
ascension to 
the throne of 
Biaby lone 
Dati oceni a: 

THE Voice 
OF THE KinG 
—Very early 
the nexté : 
morning the A SLEEPLESS NIGHT 
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king came to the 
lion’s cave seek- 
ing Daniel, for he 
felt certain from 
what he had 
already heard ot 
thissextraor- 
dinary man, that 
he still lived. 
Coming near to 
the den he cried: 
“O thou servant of the living God, is thy God whom 
thou servest continually able to deliver thee from the 
rons see Dano: 10-20, 

Tuey Have Not Hurt Me—“Then said Daniel unto 
the king, O king live forever. My God hath sent his 
angel and hath shut the lions’ mouths that they have 
not hurt me, for as much as before him innocency was 
found in me, and also before thee, O king have I done 
no hurt.” And Daniel was set at liberty. Dan. 6: 21-22. 

MIcHELANGELO’s DantEL — Daniel becamea great 

prophet 
and lived to 
be avery 
old man. 
lem pose 
pered far 
into the 
reign of 
Cyrus, and 
must have 
seen this 
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Sa oe 


THEY HAVE NOT HURT ME goo d king 
(222 a 
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restore the golden vessels to his brethren, to be taken 
back to Jerusalem by the happy multitude who returned 
after being in captivity seventy years. 


QUESTIONS 


Who was ap- 
pointed king in 
Jehtora chains 
stead? Who ap- 
Dol mtecmeZedc 
kiah? Did Zede- 
kiah pay tribute 
Tomb 2b yalonig: 
What followed? 
Who led the 
Bagby, ho na aan 
army? Was the 
siege a long one? 
olew heresdid 
Zedekiah flee? 
How did they 

ae afflict him? What 
MICHELANGELO’S DANIEL SO APS vi IVE 
sons? Where was Zedekiah then taken? What was 
the fate of Jerusalem thirty days later? How 
many Jews wete taken prisoners? What great 
prophet remained?) Who was Gedaliah? What became 
of him? Where did Jeremiah go? What do we know 
of him in Egypt? Speak of the treatment of the Jews 
in Babylon. Why do we know they were not happy? 
Where is Babylon? How far and what direction from 
Jerusalem? What can you say of the ruins of Babylon? 
What young prophet is in Babylon? For what did the 
king educate him? What did Daniel refuse to do? 
Tell about the golden image? Did the Jews worship it? 
What was the penalty? What followed? Who inter- 
preted Nebuchadnezzar’s dream? What was its mean- 
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ing? Did it come to pass as Daniel had said? Describe 
Belshazzar’s feast? Did they use the vessels from the 
temple? What happened then? Who read the writing 
on the wall? What did it say? Did it soon come to 
pass? Who captured Babylon? Speak of the details. 
What was the fate of Belshazzar? Who took the 
throne of Babylon? What was Daniel’s position? 
What was the conspiracy against Daniel? Did he 
continue at daily prayer? Why was he reported to 
the king? What was done with Daniel? Did the lions 
devour him? Why? What did the king do? What of 
Daniel’s future? 


ee 





REDURNSEROMTEXILE 


INTRODUCTION. TOs CHA TE RR eed 


Arter the deportation of Jehoiachin, Zedekiah his 
uncle was appointed ruler at Jerusalem, but when he 
finally (after eleven years) refused to pay, Nebuchad- 
nezzar besieged the city, took Zedekiah blinded to 
Babylon, and a month after its capitulation, totally 
destroyed the Holy City. All except the poorer Jews 
were taken captive, and a picture of their life among a 
strange people is seen in the book of Daniel. After 
fifty years, Babylon was taken by the Medes and 
Persians under Cyrus and the Jews were permitted to 
return to Jerusalem. Fifty thousand returned then 
and many more later, the details of which follow in the 
latter part of this chapter. 
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GHA PTE REDOX 
RETURN FROM EXILE 
Ezra—Nehemiah—FEsther 


Marp—More 
thane twoshun= 
dred miles 
southeast of 
Babylon is Shu- 
shan, the Per- 
Stan capital It Ee 
was a fair sec- BIAN tout 
ond to Baby- 
lon, especially 
since Nineveh 
had been de- 
stnoyveds and 
bee ran yeuuis 
took Babylon the king divided his time between these 

two cities. 
Ruins oF 
SHUSHAN— 
But the main 
palace was at 
Shushan and 
Yall records 
Wetec pt 
there. The 
king still re- 
sided at Shu- 
shan in most 
pe part and it 
RUINS OF SHUSHAN might be 
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ex 


RUINS OF XERXES PALACE 





said.that it 
was the real 
capital,even 
fob osusced 
Babylon 
Wa Seathee 
greater city. 
Here we 
have the 
Us Meceeoa 
Shushan, or 
SUSauea Sait 
is called to- 
day. 


Ruins or XERXES’ Patace—About fifty years after 
Cyrus took Babylon the royal palace of Persia was 
occupied by Ahasuerus (Xerxes). This king called his 


lords from 
the one hun- 
a reduenand 
tween tye 
seven prov- 
inces for a 
great meet- 
ing at the 
Capitalnmeco 
show them 
the riches of 
his glorious 
kingdom.” 
Esthet s1- 

THe Feast 


—Attheend 
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THE QUEEN DISOBEYS 
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of one hundred 
and eighty days 
the king made a 
creat feast for his 
lords and princes 
and wine flowed 
Tae yew lic 
Cuuie € lV asiiti, 
also made a great 
feast for the royal 
women (probably 








APPLICANT FOR QUEEN 


the wives of the lords) at the same time, at her palacc. 


Pstiie 38-0. 


THE QueEEN Disopeys—After seven days “the king’s 
heart being merry with wine,” he demanded the queen 
to appear to “show the lords her beauty.” But the 
queen, for some good reason, flatly refused to come 
and the king became very angry. Esth. 1: 10-12. 





ESTHER CROWNED 
[ 233 ] 


APPLICANT 
FOR QUEEN 
—Xerxes 
Olena edie 
Vi On fe enc 
Viachitiea taal 


advertised 


throughout 


his domains 
for beauti- 
tul maidens 
to visit Shu- 
shanmet at 
from among 
them he 





iish)s SACRED BAG EAN TO he Be AG ES 





might select another queen. Each applicant spent a 
year preparing herself to meet the king and they 
appeated before him one ata timess lctiug sat I4. 

EsTHER CRowNED—HEsther, a Jewess, was entered 
as applicant by her uncle, Mordecai, who had brought 
her up from childhood (she was an orphan), and when 
she was presented to the king “he set the royal crown 
upon her 
head and 
Sires Dick 
2) yar) ie 
queen, and 
Ahasuerus 
IEOR vaca 
Is Sic IN We 
above all 
women.”’ 
IDG. 2 ¢ 
TONG}, 

MurpDER 
PLOTTERS 
— Morde- 
Ca lenone 
day, was 
seated in the king’s gate and overheard two of the serv- 
ants of the royal palace planning the murder of the king. 
Mordecai informed his niece and she warned her 
husband. The plotters were executed immediately, 
and the uncle was promoted, but no demonstration 
was made for him. Esthi 2: 21-93. 

Tue Kine’s Decree—One Haman had a grievance 
against Mordecai, and when he found that he was a 
Jew he began to plot against him. He informed the 
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king that 
there was a 
rer ta ian 
ela cicero 





people who 

wereopenly 

opposed to 

the mon- 

aceh and 

tivaic he 

wished per- 

mission to 

put them 

to death. @ 

Xerxes —S3 5s pee ~ 

gave Ha- THE KING’S DECREE 

man his consent in writing, but he had not been informed 
that it was 
Giiem feos 
AD OmUEC 
whom Ha- 
nan had 
made com- 
Ol Bhar gee 
Esthe 3. 

THE Con- 

DEMNATION 
—The de- 


cree was 
sent to all 
parts of the 
kingdom, 





gS Senna es 


HE CONDEMNATION and theout- 
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raged Jews were greatly distressed. ‘There was great 
mourning and fasting. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes 
and refused to be comforted since it was the will of the 
king that they should die. Esth. 4: 1-4. 

Estuer Berore XErRxES—Esther got knowledge of 
the cunningly devised scheme to kill all the Jews (which 
would include her uncle and herself) and she at once 
decidedeto 
go to. the 
king. One 
was liable 
tothedeath 
penalty to 
appear be- 
fore the 
ruler with- 
out being 
invited, but 
she fea= 
soned, “If 
Te perish! 
perish, and 





ny ren aes i glass = Batre 59 
HAMAN BEFORE THE KING went. 
DP Ome’ Ws 


nately, however, the king held out his golden 
sceptre, which was a sign that she had obtained his 
favor. Then she made her request, “Would the king 
bring Haman and dine in her palace.” The king 
promised, and Haman was invited. Esth. s. 

Haman Berore THE Krinc—In the meantime, 
Ahasuerus remembers that he had not honored Mor- 
decai, who had saved his life. The king asked Haman 
what he should do to honor a man in whom he delighted. 
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Pearman 
thinking the 
king had 
heiam oath 
mind, said, 
leno ULC 
Dale tant nce 
royal crown 
on his head 
and mount 
him on the 
king’s horse, 
Wiis tece hi 
should be giteege Su =. me 
led by thy MORDECAI HONORED 
most noble 
prince and let the prince cry: This is the man whom 
the king delighteth to honor.” Esth. 6: 1-9. 
Morpecal HonorepD—‘‘ Then the king said to Haman, 
make haste, 
take the ap- 
parel and 
the horse as 
thousmas t 
3 x said and do 
> iateded KS even so to 
Mordecai 
famisy |POaW 
Let noth- 
ing fail of 
ey MD ela eeks 
yf ‘eee =thou hast 
THE QUEEN’S PALACE spoken.” 
(2395 | 
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THe Queen’s Patace—Haman did as he was 
directed but he was disappointed and humiliated at 
this unexpected turn of events. He had already built 
a scaffold seventy-five feet high upon which he expected 
to hang Mordecai the next day. Of this the king was 
not aware, nor that it was the Jews that Haman had 
IneMind sto exterinina tomer ctimO sie-ice 

Tue Accusation By EstHER—While Ahasuerus and 
Haman were dining with 
the queen, Esther said 
to the king, “Spare my 
life, for I and my people 
are sold to be destroyed, 
to be slain and to per- 
ish.” The king was ex- 
tremely surprised, and 
asked, “Who is he? 
Where is he that durst 
presume in his heart to 
do this?” “And Esther 
answered, the adversary 
and enemy is this wicked 
Haman.” The king was 
so taken back by this 
betrayal of confidence upon the part of Haman that 
he left the room to collect his thoughts. Esth. 7: 1-8. 

Haman’s DratH—Upon his return he cried to the 
servants: “Hang him on the gallows that he prepared 
for Mordecai.” “Then was the king’s wrath pacified.” 
And they laid hands on Haman and hanged him on the 
same day that he had intended hanging Mordecai. 
Bsthse29-10: | 

Revence—After this it was left to the Jews to settle 
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HAMAN’S DEATH 








Rep aUL RNS ROOM Box i 





the matter 
with sh a= 
man seas- 
sociates in 
this wicked 
scheme, 
and his ten 
sons were 
heasne ged 
upon the 
gallows 
where their 
father had 
been exe- 


* 


cuitedothe.) ae oe 





REVENGE 
day before. 


Mopvern OrtenTAL JeEws—The magnitude of this 
scheme of Haman’s was greater than at first it might 
; appear. Practi- 
Ae cally all Jews 
md were subjects of 
Persia, and if his 
( huge plot had 
“| not miscarried 
it would have 

sf meant the ex- 
termination of 
the Jew from the 
earth. Esther 
" no doubt real- 
ized this and was 

the more willing 





MODERN ORIENTAL JEWS to risk her life. 
[ 243 ] 
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OlG EINES 
THER’S TomB — 
The sacred story 
tells us no more 
Of thesno ble 
queen Esther, 
but tradition 
States = tiaueshe 
was popular and 
e loved by her sub- 
N ESTHER’S TOMB in Persia, where 
she was born, and was buried among the royal sepul- 
chres. This tomb in far away Persia is pointed out 
as the resting place of her ashes. 

Map—Jerusalem was taken by Nebuchadnezzar, as 
has been seen (586 B. C.), and the people were taken to 
Babylon. They were distributed to all parts of Baby- 
lonia where colonization and labor were needed. In 
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the meantime, Nebuchadnezzar died and Belshazzar 
(or perhaps his father), became the ruler-(538 B. C.). 

Tue Vision INTERPRETED—The book of Daniel states 
that Belshazzar was making a great banquet for a thou- 
sand of his lords in the splendid royal palace; and when 
the golden vessels taken from the Temple were brought 
into service during their drunken debauch, his doom was 
written in blazen letters on the walls of the banquet hall. 
The writ- 
ing was 
interpreted 
by Daniel 
to mean 
Chateuiie 
keane s 
doom was 
sealed. 

WYeRUS 
(eA KOE S 
BABYLON 
—The ful- 
tillment 
Weds aet 
hades lhe 
rulers were 
very unpopular with the people, and when Cyrus, the 
same night of the banquet, surrounded the city, the 
cuards threw open the one hundred great gates of brass, 
and Cyrus at the head of his Medo-Persian army 
marched in triumph into Babylon and took it, and 
Belshazzar was put to the sword. 

Cyrus—Tasiet Recentty Founp—Cyrus was a 
much different man than the Babylonian king. He was 
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CYRUS TAKES BABYLON 





THE SAGRED PAGEANA OF UT Mikes G iss 





a much wiser 
fromraiycene 
Ex perience 
had taught 
him the dan- 
ger of allow- 
ing a dis- 
affected pop- 
Ulationsto 
exist ined 
Chon natacey, 
which might 






| be invaded 

Se 4 by an en- 

co Niclas 4 i ~6emy.’ The 
CYRUS—TABLET RECENTLY FOUND Foals ae a7 


Cyrus therefore was to offer freedom to the Jews, per- 
mitting them to return to Jerusalem, and even subscrib- 
ing to the fund to 
restore the tem- 
plew moon ie ily, 
was he esteemed 
that the Jews 
looked upon him 
see ticinms Great 
Deliverer.”” Ezra 


ER. 
Toms oF Cyrus 
—The tomb of 


Cyrus still stands 
in a country now 
desolate, but it is s : 


in the path of TOMB OF CYRUS 
[ 248 ] 
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Mea ary pile 
grims, and £ 
is venerated 
to this day. 

MopERN 
Jew—Many 
Jews had 
lucrative 
positions 
and much 
goods even 
in Babylo- 
nian days, 
and would 
not return to their native land. To these Cyrus 
recommended that they give substantial help to those 
who were returning. They were not slow to comply 
with his suggestion and the fifty thousand who returned 
were laden with gifts. Ezra 1: 4. 









MODERN JEW 


GREAT CONTRIBU- 
TIons—lI heir first 
thought was to rebuild 
the temple, and this 
struck deeply at the 
heart of many of the 
more prosperous Jews, 
who freely made great 
contributions of “gold, 
silver, and precious 
goods to this good 
quoi, Dykes, TSG 

Cyrus REsTores 


GREAT CONTRIBUTIONS Vessers —But the 
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greatand joy- 
ous surprise 
came, when 
fUStEDic Lome 
they started, 
Cyrus an- 
nounced that 
he was mak- 
ing an addi- 
tional contri- 
bution of the 
vessels of gold 
an Ces i lavecG 
JEWS am debracse 
properties of great value which Nebuchadnezzar had 
takemiromethestemplemmlzrasl aot. 

RETURN OF THE JEws—Tears of joy were shed upon 
the morning the start was 
made. Many of the elders 
were still living and no er 
doubt were among the . ae 
most enthusiastic. It can 
easily be imagined that the 
piepheteblaccamnre= 
nounced the blessing upon 
them as they, and he with 
them, departed for the 
Holy City, the place where 
his heart had been for so 
many years. 

Youncer Jews — The 
younger generation had & ‘ 
heard glowing descriptions YOUNGER JEWS 
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e2o2al 


DISAPPOINTED 





RE URIN FROM EXT E 





of the temple and the Holy City, and no doubt 
visualized the city as one even more splendid than 
Babylon itself. Perhaps it did not occur to them that 
all that was left of it was a mere heap of ruins. 

En Route to tHe Hoty Crry—There were fifty 
thousand in this first expedition. The journey was 
long (some twelve or fifteen hundred miles) and the 
mode of transportation 
made the trip a weari- 
some one. No deaths 
are reported, but it is 
certain that many of 
the old saints who 
started on the trip 
never realized_their 
dream of seeing the 
city of David again. 

DIsaAPPOINTED— 
Seven long months 
wereconsumed 1n mak- 
ing the trip. But when 
the footsore multitude 
finally arrived at Jeru- 
salem they found that 
its glory had departed. Only the gloomy ruins of the 
temple walls were standing, the old city walls were 
leveled to the ground, and the grand palace, where once 
there had been merriment, now was the habitation of 
owls and bats. It was indeed a desolate sight. Nota 
soul lived in the city which once teemed with a happy 
and prosperous people. 

JerusaLeM In Ruins—There is no doubt that they 
suffered poignant disappointment at what they saw 
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and there 

was great 

| mourning. 

Poe It will be re- 
‘ membered 

that. after 
Nebuchad- 
nezzar took 
the people 
out of Jeru- 
salem a full 
month in- 
tervened 


BRN ad “4 before his 
JERUSALEM IN RUINS hoi “a 





turned and destroyed the city, so that the captives 
did sino € 
know just 
the extent 
of the ruin 
Of their 
Holy City. 

ExuHor- 
TATION OF 
CourRAGE— 
But there 
were some 
great and 





courageous 

Nein among 

them, who 

encouraged 4. ON es 

their broth- _ EXHORTATION OF COURAGE 
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ers by their 
exhortation 
and example, 
and soon they 
adjusted 
themselves to 
the situation. 

THE ALTAR 
ReEsToRED — 
The very first 
LCE WasetO 
restore the 
Altar WiC hea 
had been 
thrown from its foundation. They started a fire on it 
and offered burnt offerings, and the fire probably never 
went out for it was “‘a continual burnt offering.” Ezra 
BA1-b: 

Layinc THE PLans—Cyrus seemed to have made 
: : weatraneements 
with the Phe- 
nicians, who had 
assisted Solomon 
in the original 
temple, to help at 
this time; and 
with funds they 
had brought from 
Babylon, they 
were able to be- 
gin the work of 
restoration at 





THE ALTAR RESTORED 





LAYING THE PLANS once. 
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Tuey Sanco ToceTHER—The beginning was a joyous 
and prayerful occasion. “They set the priests in their 
apparel with trumpets, and the Levites with cymbals 
to praise the Lord after the ordinance of David, king 
of Israel. And they sang together by course in praising 
and giving thanks unto the Lord.” Ezra 3: 9-11. 

ReBUILDING THE TEmMpL—E—But many of the aged 
who had seen the original temple, when the debris 
was cleared 
away and 
the old foun- 
dation was 
seen, “wept 
aloud and 
the noise was 


heard afar 
oleae Clez ra, 


Bee 181s.) 
Zerubbabel 
wasin charge 
Nigam < Se: ms of the work 
and, it is be- 
lieviedumieara 
been appointed governor by Cyrus. He was of the 
house of David and probably heir to the throne, but if 
so he laid no claim to it. He succeeded in getting the 
work in full swing and from all appearances the temple 
would soon be restored. 

HinpDERInG THE WorK—The work on the new temple 
had barely gotten started when the “people of the 
land” (presumably the Samaritans) pretended to offer 
their services. But when Zerubbabel refused their 
proffer they stirred up trouble by making discouraging 
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Tema tice 
and finally 
misrepre- 
sented the 
Jews in a 
meddle- 
some letter 
to the king 
of Persia. 
The letter 
had some 
effect, for 
the work 
was aban- 


doned for 


Sis 


HINDE 





Seer be: Ss AS 
RING THE WORK 


a time and the indications were that the temple might 
never be completed. 
Work Proceeps—Darius now becomes king of 


Rerciag 521 DC): 


The prophets Haggai and Ze- 


chariah, recognizing that he sustained a friendly 
attitude toward the Jews, took occasion to urge 


WORK PROCEEDS 





ay in 


| ey 





Zerubbabel to proceed with the work on the new 


fem ple meso 1 iece 
however, they 
must_have the 
consent of Persia 
to build, Tatte- 
nai, the agent of 
the king, ques- 
tioned their au- 
thority to do so. 
But when Darius 
had consulted the 


J 
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records of Cyrus, he not only permitted them to go 
on with the building but did much to encourage them. 
Ezra sO gl-04, 

ZERUBBABEL ’S TEMPLE—Zerubabbel’s temple was 
finished in the sixth year of the reign of Darius (516 
B. C.). Of course it was a great triumph, but to those 
who had seen the glory of Solomon’s temple, this one 
was a great disappoint- 
ment. 

Tue DepicaTion— 
One month after the 
temple was finished, the 
dedication ceremonies 
began. The older men 
who deprecated the in- 
significance of this 
temple as compared 
with Solomon’s, finally 
entered the celebration, 
and it proved to be a 
great occasion. The 
facteetha tea thoyamiwcise 
again on consecrated 
soil and were free, soon overcame their pride and “The 
children of the captivity kept the dedication of the 
house-of God with great joy.” Ezra 6: 15-18. 

Return or Ezra—Zerubbabel was the last of the 
Davidic family to rule Judah. Thereafter Persian 
governors were appointed by the king. Sixty years 
pass with practically no record left to us. Artaxerxes 
Longimanus, a very wise monarch, ascended the 
throne of Persia and championed the Jewish cause. 
He sent Ezra, a very learned priest and scribe, on a 
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EZRA’S PRAYER 
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pilgrimage to Jerusalem with another large body of 
Jews. Ezra was armed with absolute authority to 
conduct affairs as his wisdom dictated and another 
enthusiastic start was made. 

Ezra’s PravyEr—Ezra began a reform at once. The 
thing that affected the great leader most was that 
Judah had inter-married with the Samaritans and other 
non-Jewish peoples. When he realized that this had 
been done in 
a wholesale 
manner “he 
pulled the 
hair from 
his head’’ 
and ‘‘tore 
his clothes” 
eirdaeecicl| 
upon his 
knees and 
spread out 
his hands 
before the 
Vowdeue 5 
long and 
fervent prayer was offered by Ezra and he arose 
with a decision upon the course he would pursue. 
Ezra 9. 

SEPARATE YOURSELVES— And Ezra the priest stood 
up and said unto them, ye have transgressed and have 
taken strange wives to increase the trespass of Israel. 
Now, therefore, make confession unto the Lord God 
of your fathers and do his pleasure. Separate yourselves 
from the people of the land and from the strange wives. 
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Then all the 
congregation 
answered 
and said with 
a loud voice; 
as thou hast 
said so must 
we do.” 
NEHEMIAH 
TH Ean ue = 
BEARER— 
Thirteen 
years have 
now passed 
Ce NE eee: since Ezra 
SEPARATE YOURSELVES left Persia. 
Artaxerxes 1s 





still living and Nehe- 
miah is his cupbearer. 
The king is touched by 
the sad countenance of 
his servant, and upon 
being informed that he 
was sad because of the 
dilapidated condition of 
Jerusalem, the king 
granted him permission 
to join Ezra in rebuild- 
ing the walls. Neh. 1 
and 2. 

ARTAXERXES’ Proc- 
LAMATION — Artaxerxes sa 


then proclaimed again NEHEMIAH THE CUPBEARER 
[ 264 ] 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ARTAXERXES’ PROCLAMATION 
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RETURN FROM EXILE 





to the Jewish population | 
that they might return to 
the city of their fathers 
and assist in the great 
work. Nehemiah carried 
letters of authority and 
every encouragement pos- 
sible was given by the 
Kings) Nchi-2': 1-0; 

NEHEMIAH VISITS 
RuINED CiTy—So Ne- 
hemiah came to Jerusa- 
lem and for three days 
contemplated conditions, Ba WA we . 
but said nothing to any- NEHEMIAH VISITS RUINED CITY 
one in regard to his mis- 





sion among 
them. After 
three days 
he made a 
Circuit. of 
the city 
with his 
fens ican 
Oru -aer=Cs, 
alone, mak- 
ing a sur- 
vey of the 
work that 
iets te Die 
done. This 
was done 


LET US BUILD by night 
[ 267 ] 
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unknown to any- 
one save the few 


a “ea, ten who were 
> = ee Weakeads with him. Neh. 


be TOS 

Der Ussbulip 
—Then on an- 
other night he, 
with elders and 
leaders of Jeru- 
salem, went out 
among the ruins 
of the once glo- 
rious city. And 
wlewsaideuinco 
them, ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem 
lieth in waste, and the gates thereof are burned with 
fire: Come and let us build up the walls of Jerusalem 
that we may be no more a reproach.” “And they said, 
let us arise and build.”” Neh. 2: 17-18. 

THE Dunc Gate—The gates of the Holy City were 
first repaired and one of them still standing is the Dung 
Gate. Then they began to build those portions of the 
walls that were 
ROU ak: Gin es eeNsy 
away, and from 
Chie ren toe t live 
breaches that had & 
been made by 
Nebuchadnezzar 
at the time he 
captured the city. 





THE DUNG GATE 






Neh. 3 (verse 14). JERUSALEM RESTORED 
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EZRA READS THE LAW 
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JeRusALEM Restorep—It was not long before the 
jealous neighbors outside Judah began to interfere 
with the work again, and the opposition became so 
severe that while half the force worked the other half 
watched and were armed for battle at a moment’s 
notice. So Jerusalem again became a walled city, and 
the fire burned once more on the altar before the House 
On Godse Nen= 34: 5-6. 

Restoration—Even after the walls were finished 
the gates were kept closed until late in the morning 
each day. The inhabitants inside the walls were few 
at first but inducements were offered that soon filled 
the city, and religious activities were restored as in 
former days, except that they were less spectacular. 
Neh. 7. 

Ezra Reaps tHE Law—While Nehemiah was build- 
ing the walls, Ezra was building character among the 
people. It was fitting that Ezra, after an absence of 
some time, should have resumed his service among the 
people with the reading of the Law of Moses. The 
occasion was the “Feast of Trumpets.” As the law 
was being read the great throng shouted “Amen! 
Amen!” “and they bowed their heads and worshiped 
the Lord with their faces to the ground.” After many 
days the people dispersed and a new era began in Judah. 
iNehee. BaG. 4555. 


QUESTIONS 


Name the capital of Persia? How far and what 
direction from Babylon? What king took Babylon? 
Who was Xerxes? How did he once entertain his 
princes? What demand did he make of his wife? 
What did she reply? What then happened to Vashti, 
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his wife? How did Xerxes get another wife? What 
Jewess was applicant? Who was selected by the king? 
Name Esther’s uncle? Of what important thing did 
he inform the king? Who was Mordecai’s enemy? 
What undue advantage did Haman take? Would the 
plan have exterminated the Jews? What did Esther 
do to expose Haman? How did the king honor Morde- 
cai? Who built a scaffold to hang Mordecai? Who led 
the horse in the parade? What was done at the dinner 
given by Esther? How did Xerxes receive the news? 
Who was.hanged on Haman’s scaffold? Who else 
was hanged on it? Who settled the score with Haman’s 
associates? What was the first act of Cyrus? Did all 
Jews return to Jerusalem? How many? What did the 
Babylonian Jews do for those returning? What did 
Cyrus give them? How long had they been in Babylon? 
How long did it take to make the trip? What was 
their feeling upon arrival? Had they known of the 
extent of the ruin? What did they restore first? 
How did Cyrus help the rebuilding? Who rebuilt the 
temple? What handicap did they meet? How long 
was the temple in rebuilding? What prolonged the 
war? What noted scribe came later? What was the 
nature of his work? Who was Nehemiah? To whom 
was he cupbearer? For what purpose did he return? 
What did he accomplish? What was the difference in 
the nature of the work of Nehemiah and Ezra? What 
was the last recorded act in the Old Testament? Did 
they all agree to keep the Law? 
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SO WE LABORED IN THE WORK 
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G. W. Wade, D.D., in his splendid volume, “Old Testament His- 
tory,” offers the following table, which gives the duration of the reigns 
of the Israelite and Judean monarchs, and the synchronism between 
them as stated in Kings. In general, the last year of a reign is likewise 
reckoned as the first of the succeeding reign, but in some cases the 


principle seems to have been departed from. 


ISRAEL. JUDAH. 
Year of Length Year of Length 
Name. Reign. of Reign. Name. Reign. of Reign. 
975 JeroboamI. 1 .. _Rehoboam I 
“ 17 
. 18 a 1 Abijah I 
«“e 20 ce 3 
ick Asa I 
. 22 
954 Nadab I ss 2 
“e 2 
953 Baasha I os 3 
“ 24 } 
930 ©Elah I ( os 26 
i<¢ 
2 
929 ©6Zimri PREIS oo Asa 27 
929 Omri I a6 cs 27 
“ 12 ) 
g18 Ahab I \ e 38 
ieee ee ‘ 
22) °° ( Jehoshaphat I 
894 Ahaziah I ta ae ss i 
«ae 2 
893 Jehoram I oP cc 18 
r «ae OG 
5 ‘*  ? Jehoram I 
a (<9 8 
# 12 °° ? Ahaziah I 
884 Jehu I '. ) Athaliah I 
«“e 6 
e 7 ae Jehoash (Joash) 1 
28 a ; 23 
856 Jehoahaz I 
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ISRAEL, JUDAH. 
ETI as ' a Ne 
Name. Toe of Regn. Name. oe ene 
856 Jehoahaz 17 
840 Joash I se 37 
2 O° = 40 
i 16 ( Amaziah I 
825 Jeroboam II. 1 ) % 15 
ie 27 me x 29 
¥ Uzziah (Azariah) 1 
41 
773 Zechariah 6 mo. “ oe 38 
772 Shallum I mo. 
772 Menahem I Me ‘s 39 
Io 
761 Pekahiah I H vy 50 
i 2 
759 Pekah I \ ae So 
iti “ 52 
= 2 Jotham I 
rads 16 
i 17 Ahaz I 
i 20 
730 Hoshea I Ne 12 
< 16 
id 8 ** ) Hezekiah I 
722 “(Samaria taken) 9 can oe 6 
JUDAH, 
Hezekiah : ‘ ; : : 29 
Manasseh : Q : : é neo 
Amon é é : 5 ; 2 
Josiah : : : ‘ ; 5 Bi 
Jehoahaz s 5 : : . 3 months 
Jehoiakim : 3 : ; § TI 
Jehoiachin : ; 3 : . 3 months 
Zedekiah : : : : is 


Nore.—Jerusalem was taken 586 B.C. When you add the length 
of the reign of the several Judean kings, from Hezekiah to Zedekiah, 
there is a small discrepancy which has never been satisfactorily ac- 
counted for. But this is of little consequence 
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